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U.S. Appl. No. 09/680,837, Jul. 9, 2002, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/356,214, Aug. 23, 2006, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/680,837, Nov. 6, 2002, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/356,214, Feb. 13, 2007, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/680,837, Mar. 25, 2003, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/356,214, Sep. 12, 2007, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/680,837, Jun. 16, 2003, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/356,214, Mar. 6, 2008, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/732,178, Aug. 1, 2002, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/356,214, Nov. 4, 2008, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/732,178, Dec. 24, 2002, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/356,214, Apr. 29, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/732,178, Jun. 10, 2003, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/356,214, Jan. 13, 2010, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/732,178, Jul. 3, 2003, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/356,214, May 13, 2010, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/732,178, Nov. 17, 2003, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/356,214, Sep. 3, 2010, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/732,835, Sep. 11, 2003, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/435,104, Jun. 10, 2004, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/732,835, Feb. 9, 2004, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/435,104, Sep. 21, 2004, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/732,835, Mar. 17, 2004, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/435,104, Jan. 3, 2006, Examiner’s Amendment.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/764,813, Mar. 26, 2001, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/435,104, May 16, 2006, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/764,813, Jun. 4, 2001, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/435,104, Dec. 28, 2006, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/933,299, Feb. 26, 2003, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/435,104, Jul. 10, 2007, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/933,299, Jun. 16, 2003, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/435,104, Aug. 2, 2007, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/948,813, Jan. 31, 2003, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/435,104, Oct. 26, 2007, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/949,398, Mar. 4, 2003, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/435,104, Nov. 14, 2007, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/949,398, Jul. 28, 2003, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/435,104, Apr. 4, 2008, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/949,438, Dec. 17, 2002, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/435,104, Sep. 26, 2008, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 09/949,438, Apr. 21, 2003, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/435,104, Dec. 22, 2008, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/006,400, Aug. 27, 2004, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/435,104, Jul. 23, 2009, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/006,400, Feb. 23, 2005, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/435,104, Jan. 20, 2010, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/006,400, Apr. 11, 2005, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/435,104, Jun. 2, 2010, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/006,400, Jul. 27, 2005, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/435,104, Oct. 05, 2010, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/006,400, Mar. 6, 2006, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/455,768, Nov. 16, 2004, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/006,400, May 24, 2006, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/455,768, Apr. 6, 2005, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/006,400, Oct. 26, 2006, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/486,067, Jan. 10, 2006, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/006,400, Apr. 19, 2007, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/486,067, Sep. 20, 2006, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/006,400, Apr. 2, 2008, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/486,070, Apr. 20, 2005, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/006,400, Jan. 2, 2009, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/486,070, Aug. 10, 2005, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/006,400, Jul. 9, 2009, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/486,070, Oct. 18, 2005, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/006,400, Jan. 13, 2010, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/517,004, Aug. 13, 2007, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/006,400, Apr. 27, 2010, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/517,004, Jan. 30, 2008, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/006,400, Aug. 2, 2010, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/517,004, Aug. 13, 2008, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/081,717, Sep. 29, 2003, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/517,004, Feb. 10, 2009, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/081,723, Sep. 29, 2004, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/517,004, Mar. 24, 2009, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/081,723, May 13, 2005, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/517,004, Jun. 26, 2009, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/081,725, Feb. 9, 2004, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/517,004, Jan. 11, 2010, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/081,725, Apr. 13, 2004, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/517,004, Apr. 23, 2010, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/081,726, Apr. 11, 2003, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/517,004, Aug. 3, 2010, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/081,726, Jun. 9, 2003, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/519,778, Feb. 23, 2006, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/147,774, Nov. 4, 2004, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/519,778, May 31, 2006, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/147,774, May 4, 2005, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/541,083, Oct. 16, 2007, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/147,774, Oct. 18, 2005, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/541,083, Oct. 31, 2007, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/147,774, Apr. 18, 2007, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/541,083, May 5, 2008, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/147,774, Sep. 27, 2007, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/541,083, Sep. 19, 2008, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/147,774, Feb. 4, 2008, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 10/541,083, Dec. 29, 2008, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/147,774, Jun. 30, 2008, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/541,083, Apr. 16, 2009, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/147,774, Mar. 18, 2009, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/541,083, Sep. 30, 2009, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/147,774, Oct. 26, 2009, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 10/541,083, Feb. 5, 2010, Notice of Allowance.
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U.S. Appl. No. 11/048,503, Apr. 26, 2010, Notice of Allowance.
OTHER PUBLICATIONS U.S. Appl. No. 11/048,503, Jul. 30, 2010, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 11/113,549, Feb. 6, 2007, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/541,083, May 10, 2010, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/113,549, May 30, 2007, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/541,083, Aug. 17, 2010, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/113,549, Nov. 9, 2007, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/616,832, Jun. 30, 2006, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/113,549, Apr. 16, 2008, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/616,832, Oct. 20, 2006, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/113,549, Jul. 21, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/616,832, May 29, 2007, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/113,549, Jul. 6, 2010, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/616,832, Jan. 22, 2008, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/113,549, Jan. 4, 2011, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/616,832, Sep. 17, 2008, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/113,549, Mar. 14, 2014, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/616,832, Jul. 21, 2009, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/152,562, May 13, 2008, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/616,832, Jan. 11, 2010, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/152,562, Feb. 13, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/616,832, May 12, 2010, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/152,562, Jul. 6, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/616,832, Sep. 20, 2010, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/152,562, Mar. 31, 2010, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/617,090, Mar. 22, 2005, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/152,562, Sep. 16, 2010, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/617,090, Jul. 6, 2005, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/198,811, Aug. 26, 2008, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/617,090, Oct. 5, 2005, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/198,811, Apr. 6, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/638,115, Sep. 22, 2006, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/198,811, Sep. 22, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/638,115, Jan. 31, 2007, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/198,811, Jun. 29, 2010, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/638,115, Sep. 18, 2007, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/344,793, Jan. 22, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/638,115, Feb. 7, 2008, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/344,868, Mar. 25, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/638,115, Oct. 29, 2008, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/344,891, Apr. 29, 2008, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/638,115, May 7, 2009, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/344,891, Dec. 8, 2008, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/638,115, Dec. 1, 2009, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/344,891, Feb. 26, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/638,115, Apr. 2, 2010, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/344,891, Oct. 7, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/638,115, Aug. 13, 2010, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/344,891, May 7, 2010, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/667,144, Sep. 19, 2006 Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/344,891, Jan. 22, 2013, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/667,144, May 2, 2007, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/390,586, Jun. 24, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/667,144, Nov. 19, 2007, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/390,586, Jul. 6, 2010, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/667,144, Dec. 5, 2007, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/390,586, May 3, 2012, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/667,144, May 12, 2008, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/396,141, May 22, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/667,144, Mar. 24, 2009, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/396,141, Aug. 26, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/667,144, Nov. 23, 2009, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/396141, May 4, 2010, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/667,144, Jun. 22, 2010, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/396,141, Apr. 30, 2013, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/667,144, Jun. 6, 2011, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/396,141, Aug. 21, 2013, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/667,144, Oct. 28, 2011, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/396,141, Nov. 4, 2013, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/669,313, Oct. 31, 2005, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/396,731, Feb. 13, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/669,313, Jan. 11, 2006, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/396,731, May 22, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/669,313, Jun. 28, 2006, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/396,731, Jun. 29, 2010, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/682,459, Sep. 15, 2006, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/396,731, Mar. 22, 2011, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/682,459, Apr. 18, 2007, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/396,731, Sep. 1, 2011, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/682,459, Apr. 2, 2008, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/396,731, Feb. 12, 2015, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/682,459, Dec. 4, 2008, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/396,731, Jul. 9, 2015, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/682,459, Jun. 10, 2009, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/406,203, May 14, 2007, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/682,459, Dec. 23, 2009, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/406,203, Jan. 29, 2008, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/682,459, Apr. 28, 2010, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/406,203, May 23, 2008, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/682,459, Oct. 12, 2010, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/406,203, Sep. 22, 2008, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/682,459, Apr. 1, 2011, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/406,203, Mar. 3, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/786,444, Oct. 30, 2006, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/406,203, Sep. 16, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/786,444, Apr. 17, 2007, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/406,203, Jun. 18, 2010, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/786,444, Aug. 31, 2007, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/411,925, Jun. 6, 2007, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/786,444, Apr. 24, 2008, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/411,925, Feb. 5, 2008, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/786,444, Oct. 17, 2008, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/411,925, Jan. 12, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/786,444, Jun. 18, 2009, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/411,925, Sep. 10, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/786,444, Jan. 14, 2010, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/411,925, Oct. 1, 2013, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/786,444, Jul. 11, 2013, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/411,925, Feb. 5, 2014, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/787,073, Nov. 30, 2006, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/427,297, Jan. 30, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/787,073, Sep. 5, 2007, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/427,297, Sep. 15, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/787,073, Feb. 22, 2008, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/427,297, Sep. 15, 2010, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/787,073, Nov. 12, 2008, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/427,297, Mar. 21, 2011, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/787,073, Aug. 13, 2009, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/427,297, Jun. 26, 2012, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/787,073, Feb. 17, 2010, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/427,309, May 28, 2008, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/787,073, Aug. 25, 2010, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/427,309, Jan. 2, 2009, Office Action.
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U.S. Appl. No. 10/908,721, Nov. 25, 2008, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/427,309, Nov. 15, 2010, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/908,721, Jun. 23, 2009, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/427,309, Jun. 7, 2013, Notice of Allowance.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/908,721, Feb. 2, 2010, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/455,993, Feb. 17, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 10/908,721, Jul. 18, 2013, Notice of Allowance. U.S. Appl. No. 11/455,993, Dec. 16, 2009, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 11/048,503, Mar. 13, 2009, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/455,993, Jan. 29, 2014, Office Action.
U.S. Appl. No. 11/048,503, Jun. 26, 2009, Office Action. U.S. Appl. No. 11/455,993, Aug. 11, 2014, Notice of Allowance.
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1
ARTICULATING SUTURING DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. The Field of the Invention

The present disclosure provides apparatuses and methods
that are suitable for closure of vascular punctures or other
openings in bodily tissues. More particularly, the present
disclosure relates to apparatuses and techniques for tighten-
ing sutures about an opening to close the opening, which is
usually accessed through a tissue tract.

2. The Relevant Technology

A number of diagnostic and interventional vascular proce-
dures are now performed translumenally. A catheter is intro-
duced to the vascular system at a convenient access location
and guided through the vascular system to a target location
using established techniques. Such procedures require vascu-
lar access, which is usually established during the well-
known Seldinger technique, as described, for example, in
William Grossman’s “Cardiac Catheterization and Angio-
plasty,” 3.sup.rd Ed., Lea and Febiger, Philadelphia, 1986,
incorporated herein by reference. Vascular access is generally
provided through an introducer sheath, which is positioned to
extend from outside the patient body into the vascular lumen.

When vascular access is no longer required, the introducer
sheath is removed and bleeding at the puncture site stopped.
One common approach for providing hemostasis (the cessa-
tion of bleeding) is to apply external force near and upstream
from the puncture site, typically by manual or “digital” com-
pression. This approach suffers from a number of disadvan-
tages. [tis time consuming, frequently requiring a half hour or
more of compression before hemostasis is assured. Addition-
ally, such compression techniques rely on clot formation,
which can be delayed until anticoagulants used in vascular
therapy procedures (such as for heart attacks, stent deploy-
ment, non-optical PTCA results, and the like) wear off. This
can take up to two to four hours, thereby increasing the time
required before completion of the compression technique.
The compression procedure is further uncomfortable for the
patient and frequently requires analgesics to be tolerable.
Moreover, the application of excessive pressure can at times
totally occlude the underlying blood vessel, resulting in
ischemia and/or thrombosis. Following manual compression,
the patient typically remains recumbent from four to as much
as twelve hours or more under close observation so as to
assure continued hemostasis. During this time renewed
bleeding may occur, resulting in blood loss through the tract,
hematoma and/or pseudoaneurysm formation, as well as arte-
riovenous fistula formation. These complications may require
blood transfusion and/or surgical intervention.

The incidence of complications from compression-in-
duced hemostasis increases when the size of the introducer
sheath grows larger, and/or when the patient is anticoagu-
lated. It is clear that the compression technique for arterial
closure can be risky, and is expensive and onerous to the
patient. Although the risk of complications can be reduced by
using highly trained individuals, dedicating such personnel to
this task is both expensive and inefficient. Nonetheless, as the
number and efficacy of translumenally performed diagnostic
and interventional vascular procedures increases, the number
of patients requiring effective hemostasis for a vascular punc-
ture continues to increase.

To overcome the problems associated with manual com-
pression, the use of bioabsorbable fasteners or sealing bodies
to stop bleeding has previously been proposed. Generally,
these approaches rely on the placement of a thrombogenic
and bioabsorbable material, such as collagen, at the superfi-
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cial arterial wall over the puncture site. While potentially
effective, this approach suffers from a number of problems. It
can be difficult to properly locate the interface of the overly-
ing tissue and the adventitial surface of the blood vessel.
Locating the fastener too far from that interface can result in
failureto provide hemostasis, and subsequent hematoma and/
or pseudo-aneurysm formation. Conversely, if the sealing
body intrudes into the arterial lumen, intravascular clots and/
or collagen pieces with thrombus attached can form and
embolize downstream, causing vascular occlusion. Also,
thrombus formation on the surface of a sealing body protrud-
ing into the lumen can cause a stenosis, which can obstruct
normal blood flow. Other possible complications include
infection, as well as adverse reaction to the collagen or other
implant.

A more effective approach for vascular closure has been
proposed in U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,417,699, 5,613,974; and PCT
published Patent Application No. PCT/US96/10271 filed on
Jun. 104, 1996, the full disclosures of which are incorporated
herein by reference. A suture-applying device is introduced
through the tissue tract with a distal end of the device extend-
ing through the vascular puncture. One or more needles in the
device are then used to draw suture through the blood vessel
wall on opposite sides of the puncture, and the suture is
secured directly over the adventitial surface of the blood
vessel wall to provide highly reliable closure.

While a significant improvement over the use of manual
pressure, clamps, and collagen plugs, certain design criteria
have been found to be important to successful suturing to
achieve vascular closure. For example, it is highly beneficial
to properly direct the needles through the blood vessel wall at
a significant distance from the puncture so that the suture is
well anchored in the tissue and can provide tight closure. It is
also highly beneficial to insure that the needle deployment
takes place when the device is properly positioned relative to
the vessel wall. The ease of deployment and efficacy of the
procedure can further be enhanced by reducing the cross-
section of that portion of the device, which is inserted into the
tissue tract and/or the vessel itself, which may also allow
closure of the vessel in a relatively short amount of time
without imposing excessive injury to the tissue tract or vessel.

For the above reasons, it would be desirable to provide
improved devices, systems, and methods for suturing vascu-
lar punctures. The new device should have the capability of
delivering one or more pre-tied knot to an incision site. It
would be particularly beneficial if these improved devices
provided some or all of the benefits while overcoming one or
more of the disadvantages discussed above.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present disclosure provides apparatuses and methods
that are suitable for closure of vascular punctures or other
openings in bodily tissues. More particularly, the present
disclosure relates to apparatuses and techniques for tighten-
ing sutures about a tissue opening to close the opening, which
is usually accessed through a tissue tract.

In one aspect of the invention, there is provided an appa-
ratus for closing an opening in a body tissue. The apparatus
has a shaft, first and second arms, and an expander. The shaft
extends along an axis between a proximal end and a spaced
apart distal end. The shaft has a size and configuration suit-
able for insertion through an opening in body tissue. The first
and second arms each extend between a proximal end and a
distal end. The distal end of each arm is hingedly attached to
or integrally formed with the shaft. The first and second arms
are movable between a retracted configuration, in which the
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first and second arms are each aligned along the shaft, and a
deployed configuration, in which the proximal end of each of
the first and second arms pivot respectively about the distal
end of the respective arm so as to extend laterally away from
the shaft. The expander is positioned within the shaft, and
movement of the expander causes the first and second arms to
move between the retracted and deployed configurations.

The proximal ends of the arms can extend laterally away
from the shaft in opposite directions in the deployed configu-
ration. The expander can be positioned within a lumen of the
shaft, can be substantially conical, and can be threaded.
Movement of the expander in the distal direction can cause
the proximal ends of the arms to laterally move to the
deployed configuration. Alternatively, movement of the
expander in the proximal direction can cause the proximal
ends of the arms to laterally move to the deployed configu-
ration.

The apparatus can also include a flexible filament having
first and second ends that are removably coupled with the first
and second arms, respectively, and first and second penetra-
tors positioned proximal of the first and second arms. The first
and second penetrators can be advanceable distally from the
shaft to the first and second arms in the deployed configura-
tion.

The apparatus can also include third and fourth arms, each
extending between a proximal end and a distal end. The distal
ends of the third and fourth arms can be hingedly attached to
or integrally formed with the shaft and the fourth arm can be
laterally spaced apart from the third arm. The third and fourth
arms can also be movable between a retracted configuration,
in which the third and fourth arms are each aligned along the
shaft, and a deployed configuration, in which the proximal
end of each of the third and fourth arms pivot respectively
about the distal end of the respective arm so as to extend
laterally away from the shaft. The third and fourth arms canbe
caused to move between the retracted and deployed configu-
rations by movement of the expander. The proximal ends of
the third and fourth arms can extend laterally away from the
shaft in opposite directions in the deployed configuration that
are different than the lateral directions of the proximal ends of
the first and second arms.

The apparatus can also include a second flexible filament
having first and second ends that are removably coupled with
the third and fourth arms, respectively, and third and fourth
penetrators positioned proximal of the third and fourth arms.
The third and fourth penetrators can be advanceable distally
from the shaft to the third and fourth arms in the deployed
configuration.

In another aspect of the invention there is provided a
method for closing an opening extending through a tissue
wall. The method includes the steps of inserting a distal end of
atissue locator distally through the opening, the tissue locator
comprising a first arm and a second arm each extending
between a proximal end and a distal end, the first and second
arms each being aligned along a shaft of the tissue locator in
a retracted configuration, the tissue locator being inserted far
enough through the opening that the first and second arms are
positioned distal of the tissue wall, first and second ends of a
flexible filament respectively being removably coupled with
the first and second arms; pivoting the proximal end of each of
the first and second arms of the tissue locator about the distal
end of the respective arm to move the proximal ends of the
first and second arms from the retracted configuration to a
deployed configuration in which the proximal ends of the first
and second arms extend laterally away from the shaft;
advancing a first penetrator and a second penetrator distally
through the vessel wall such that the first and second penetra-
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tors respectively couple with the first and second ends of the
flexible filament; and withdrawing the first and second pen-
etrators proximally through the vessel wall, thereby causing
the first and second ends of the filament to uncouple from the
first and second arms, the first end of the flexible filament
remaining coupled with the first penetrator such that the first
end of the filament withdraws proximally through the vessel
wall with the first penetrator.

The distal ends of the arms can remain aligned along a shaft
of'the tissue locator in the deployed configuration. The distal
ends of the arms can be integrally formed with the shaft of the
tissue locator. Alternatively, the distal ends of the arms can be
hingedly attached to the shaft of the tissue locator. The distal
ends of the arms can flex outward when the proximal ends of
the arms move to the deployed configuration. The proximal
ends of the first and second arms can extend in opposite lateral
directions when the arms are in the deployed configuration.
The second end of the flexible filament can remain coupled
with the second penetrator such that the second end of the
filament withdraws proximally through the vessel wall with
the second penetrator.

The step of pivoting the proximal ends of the arms can be
accomplished by moving an arm expander axially along the
shaft so as to cause a laterally outward force to occur on the
arms. The step of moving the arm expander axially can be
accomplished by moving the arm expander proximally to
cause the laterally outward force to occur on the arms. Alter-
natively, the step of moving the arm expander axially can be
accomplished by moving the arm expander distally to cause
the laterally outward force to occur on the arms.

The tissue locator can further include third and fourth arms
each extending between a proximal end and a distal end, and
first and second ends of a second flexible filament can be
removably coupled with the third and fourth arms. The third
and fourth arms can also each be aligned along the shaft ofthe
tissue locator in the retracted configuration and positioned
distal of the tissue wall when the tissue locator is inserted
through the opening.

The method can further include: pivoting the proximal end
of each of the third and fourth arms of the tissue locator about
the distal end of the respective arm to move the proximal ends
of' the third and fourth arms from the retracted configuration
to a deployed configuration in which the proximal ends of the
third and fourth arms extend laterally away from the shaft;
advancing a third penetrator and a fourth penetrator distally
through the vessel wall such that the third and fourth penetra-
tors respectively couple with the first and second ends of the
second flexible filament; and withdrawing the third and fourth
penetrators proximally through the vessel wall, thereby caus-
ing the first and second ends of the second filament to
uncouple from the third and fourth arms, the first end of the
second flexible filament remaining coupled with the third
penetrator such that the first end of the second filament with-
draws proximally through the vessel wall with the third pen-
etrator.

The second end of the second flexible filament can remain
coupled with the fourth penetrator such that the second end of
the second filament withdraws proximally through the vessel
wall with the fourth penetrator.

The step of pivoting the proximal end of each of the third
and fourth arms of the tissue locator can be performed con-
currently with pivoting the proximal end of each of the first
and second arms; and the step of withdrawing the third and
fourth penetrators proximally through the vessel wall can be
performed concurrently with drawing the first and second
penetrators proximally through the vessel wall. The proximal
ends of the third and fourth arms can extend in opposite lateral
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directions from each other and in lateral directions different
than the lateral directions of the proximal ends of the first and
second arms when the third and fourth arms are in the
deployed configuration. The step of moving the arm expander
axially along the shaft can also cause a laterally outward force
to occur on the third and fourth arms to pivot the third and
fourth arms laterally outward.

In another aspect of the invention, there is provided an
apparatus for closing an opening in a body tissue. The appa-
ratus has a shaft, three or more arms, and an expander. The
shaft extends along an axis and has a size and configuration
suitable for insertion through an opening in body tissue. The
three arms are attached to or integrally formed with the shaft
and are laterally spaced apart from each other. The arms are
movable between a retracted configuration, in which the arms
are each aligned along the shaft, and a deployed configura-
tion, in which the arms each extend laterally away from the
shaft in different directions. The expander causes the arms to
move between the retracted and deployed configurations.

The apparatus can include a plurality of flexible filaments
each having first and second ends that are removably coupled
with separate ones of the three or more arms, and a penetrator
associated with each arm. Each penetrator can be positioned
proximal of the respective arm, and can be advanceable dis-
tally from the shaft to the respective arm in the deployed
configuration.

The apparatus can include a suture net having multiple
ends that are each removably coupled with separate ones of
the three or more arms, and a penetrator associated with each
arm. Hach penetrator can be positioned proximal of the
respective arm, and can be advanceable distally from the shaft
to the respective arm in the deployed configuration.

The three or more arms can be four to six arms. The
expander can be positioned within a lumen of the shaft.

In another aspect of the invention there is provided a
method for closing an opening extending through a tissue
wall. The method includes the steps of inserting a distal end of
atissue locator distally through the opening, the tissue locator
comprising three or more arms, each being aligned along a
shaft of the tissue locator in a retracted configuration, the
tissue locator being inserted far enough through the opening
that the three or more arms are positioned distal of the tissue
wall, an end of a filament or a filament net link being remov-
ably coupled with each of the arms; pivoting the proximal
ends of each of the first and second moving the three or more
arms of the tissue locator from the retracted configuration to
a deployed configuration in which the three or more arms
extend laterally away from the shaft in different directions;
for each arm, advancing a penetrator distally through the
vessel wall to couple with the end of the filament net or
flexible filament associated with the arm; and withdrawing
the penetrators proximally through the vessel wall, thereby
causing the ends of the filament net or the filaments to
uncouple from the three or more arms, at least one end of the
filament net or of each flexible filament remaining coupled
with at least one of the penetrators such that the correspond-
ing end of the filament net or each filament withdraws proxi-
mally through the vessel wall with the corresponding pen-
etrator.

All of the ends of the filament net or flexible filaments can
remain coupled with the corresponding penetrators such that
all of the ends of the filament net or flexible filaments with-
draw proximally through the vessel wall with the three or
more penetrators.

In another aspect of the invention, there is provided an
apparatus for closing an opening in a body tissue. The appa-
ratus has a shaft, a plurality of arms, a plurality of flexible
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filaments, and a penetrator associated with each arm. The
shaft extends along an axis between a proximal end and a
spaced apart distal end and has a size and configuration suit-
able for insertion through an opening in body tissue. The
plurality of arms are attached to or integrally formed with the
shaft. The plurality of flexible filaments each has a first end
and a second end; the first and second ends of the flexible
filaments are removably coupled with separate ones of the
plurality of arms. Each penetrator is positioned proximal of
the respective arm and is advanceable distally through a ves-
sel wall to the respective arm to couple with the end of the
filament associated with the arm. The penetrators are config-
ured to withdraw at least a portion of each of the filaments
through the vessel wall.

The arms can be laterally spaced apart from each other. The
arms can be movable between a retracted configuration, in
which the arms are each aligned along the shaft; and a
deployed configuration in which the arms extend laterally
away from the shaft. The apparatus can also include an
expander which causes the arms to move between the
retracted and deployed configurations. The expander can be
positioned within a lumen of the shaft.

In another aspect of the invention there is provided a
method for closing an opening extending through a tissue
wall. The method includes the steps of inserting a distal end of
atissue locator distally through the opening, the tissue locator
comprising a plurality of arms, each being aligned along a
shaft of the tissue locator in a retracted configuration, the
tissue locator being inserted far enough through the opening
that the plurality of arms are positioned distal of the tissue
wall, a plurality of flexible filaments being removably
coupled with the plurality of arms; moving the plurality of
arms from the retracted configuration to a deployed configu-
ration in which the plurality of arms extend laterally away
from the shaft; for each arm, advancing a penetrator distally
through the vessel wall to couple with an end of one of the
flexible filaments; and withdrawing the penetrators proxi-
mally through the vessel wall, thereby causing the ends of the
filaments to uncouple from the plurality of arms, at least one
end of each of the flexible filaments remaining coupled with
the respective penetrator such that the coupled ends of the
filaments withdraw proximally through the vessel wall with
the respective penetrators.

All of'the ends of the flexible filaments can remain coupled
with the corresponding penetrators such that all of the ends of
the filaments withdraw proximally through the vessel wall
with the penetrators.

In another aspect of the invention, there is provided an
apparatus for closing an opening in a body tissue. The appa-
ratus has a shaft, a plurality of arms, a flexible net, and a
penetrator associated with each arm. The shaft extends along
an axis between a proximal end and a spaced apart distal end
and has a size and configuration suitable for insertion through
an opening in body tissue. The plurality of arms are attached
to or integrally formed with the shaft. The filament net has
plurality of ends; each end of the filament net is removably
coupled with a separate one of the arms. Each penetrator is
positioned proximal of the respective arm and is advanceable
distally through a vessel wall to the respective arm to couple
with the end of the filament net associated with the arm. The
penetrators are configured to withdraw the ends of the fila-
ment net through the vessel wall.

The arms can be laterally spaced apart from each other. The
arms can be movable between a retracted configuration, in
which the arms are each aligned along the shaft; and a
deployed configuration in which the arms extend laterally
away from the shaft. The apparatus can also include an
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expander which causes the arms to move between the
retracted and deployed configurations. The expander can be
positioned within a lumen of the shaft. The apparatus can also
include a flexible filament removably coupled with separate
ones of the arms.

In another aspect of the invention there is provided a
method for closing an opening extending through a tissue
wall. The method includes the steps of inserting a distal end of
atissue locator distally through the opening, the tissue locator
comprising a plurality of arms, each being aligned along a
shaft of the tissue locator in a retracted configuration, the
tissue locator being inserted far enough through the opening
that the plurality of arms are positioned distal of the tissue
wall, separate ends of a filament net being removably coupled
with each of the arms; moving the plurality of arms of the
tissue locator from the retracted configuration to a deployed
configuration in which the plurality of arms extend laterally
away from the shaft; for each arm, advancing a penetrator
distally through the vessel wall to couple with the end of the
filament net associated with the arm; and withdrawing the
penetrators proximally through the vessel wall, thereby caus-
ing the ends of the filament net to uncouple from the plurality
of'arms and withdraw proximally through the vessel wall with
the penetrators.

The step of moving the plurality of arms of the tissue
locator can be accomplished by pivoting a proximal end of
each arm about a distal end of the respective arm.

In another aspect of the invention, there is provided an
apparatus for closing an opening in a body tissue. The appa-
ratus has a shaft, a plurality of arms, a filament net or plurality
of flexible filaments, a penetrator associated with each arm,
and a plurality of penetrator actuators. The shaft extends
along an axis between a proximal end and a spaced apart
distal end and has a size and configuration suitable for inser-
tion through an opening in body tissue. The plurality of arms
are attached to or integrally formed with the shaft and are
movable between a retracted configuration, in which the arms
are each aligned along the shaft of the tissue locator, and a
deployed configuration in which the arms extend laterally
away from the shaft. The filament net or plurality of flexible
filaments have multiple ends and each of the ends are remov-
ably coupled with a separate one of the plurality of arms. Each
penetrator is positioned proximal of the respective arm and is
advanceable distally through a vessel wall to the respective
arm to couple with the end of the filament or filament net
associated with the arm. The penetrators are configured to
withdraw the ends of the filament or filament net through the
vessel wall. The actuators are each associated with a different
penetrator so that the penetrators are movable independent of
each other by the penetrator actuators.

In another aspect of the invention there is provided a
method for closing an opening extending through a tissue
wall. The method includes the steps of inserting a distal end of
atissue locator distally through the opening, the tissue locator
comprising a plurality of arms, each being aligned along a
shaft of the tissue locator in a retracted configuration, the
tissue locator being inserted far enough through the opening
that the plurality of arms are positioned distal of the tissue
wall, at least one flexible filament or web being removably
coupled with the plurality of arms; moving the plurality of
arms from the retracted configuration to a deployed configu-
ration in which the plurality of arms extend laterally away
from the shaft; for each arm, advancing a penetrator distally
through the vessel wall to couple with the at least one flexible
filament or web associated with the arm, the penetrators being
movable independent of each other; and withdrawing the
penetrators proximally through the vessel wall, thereby caus-
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ing the at least one flexible filament or web to uncouple from
the plurality of arms and withdraw proximally through the
vessel wall with the penetrators.

Each penetrator can be advanced at different times from
each other. Each penetrator can have a separate penetrator
actuator associated therewith and can be advanced and with-
drawn by manually manipulating the associated penetrator
actuator.

In another aspect of the invention there is provided a
method for closing an opening extending through a tissue
wall. The method includes the steps of inserting a distal end of
atissue locator distally through the opening, the tissue locator
comprising a plurality of arms, each being aligned along a
shaft of the tissue locator in a retracted configuration, the
tissue locator being inserted far enough through the opening
that the plurality of arms are positioned distal of the tissue
wall; advancing a plurality of penetrators distally to attempt
to penetrate through the vessel wall, each penetrator being
associated with a different one of the arms, one or more
penetrators not penetrating through the vessel wall; remov-
ably coupling separate ends of a filament net with the plurality
of arms, the one or more arms associated with the nonpen-
etrating penetrators not being coupled with the filament net;
moving the plurality of arms from the retracted configuration
to a deployed configuration in which the plurality of arms
extend laterally away from the shaft; for each arm associated
with penetrating penetrators, advancing a penetrator distally
to penetrate through the vessel wall, the penetrators penetrat-
ing through the wall to couple with the end of the filament net
associated with the corresponding arm; and withdrawing the
penetrators proximally, thereby causing the ends of the fila-
ment net to uncouple from the plurality of arms and withdraw
proximally through the vessel wall with the penetrators.

These and other advantages and features of the present
disclosure will become more fully apparent from the follow-
ing description and appended claims, or may be learned by
the practice of the disclosure as set forth hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Various embodiments of the present invention will now be
discussed with reference to the appended drawings. It is
appreciated that these drawings depict only typical embodi-
ments of the invention and are therefore not to be considered
limiting of'its scope. In the drawings, like numerals designate
like elements. Furthermore, multiple instances of an element
may each include separate letters appended to the element
number. For example two instances of a particular element
“20” may be labeled as “20a” and “205”. In that case, the
element label may be used without an appended letter (e.g.,
“20”) to generally refer to every instance of the element;
while the element label will include an appended letter (e.g.,
“20a”) to refer to a specific instance of the element.

FIGS. 1A and 1B are perspective views of a tissue closure
device, respectively showing a pair of arms in retracted and
deployed positions according to one embodiment of the
present invention;

FIGS. 2A-C are perspective views of a tissue closure
device according to another embodiment, showing actuation
of a pair of arms and advancement of needles from a shaft to
the arms;

FIGS. 3A-3D are cross-sectional side and top views of one
embodiment of a tissue locator that can be used in the tissue
closure devices shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 showing the arms in
the retracted position (FIGS. 3A and 3B) and in the deployed
position (FIGS. 3C and 3D). FIG. 3B is taken along the
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section line 3B-3B of FIG. 3A and FIG. 3D is taken along the
section line 3D-3D of FIG. 3C;

FIG. 3E depicts the movement of the arms of the tissue
locator shown in FIGS. 3A-3D, between the retracted and
deployed positions;

FIG. 3F is a close-up cross-sectional view of a penetrator
receptacle with a cuff disposed therein;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a cuff that can be used with
embodiments of the present invention;

FIGS. 5A-5D are cross-sectional side and top views of
another embodiment of a tissue locator that can be used in the
tissue closure devices shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 showing the
arms in the retracted position (FIGS. 5A and 5B) and in the
deployed position (FIGS. 5C and 5D). FIG. 5B is taken along
the section line 5B-5B of FIG. 5A and FIG. 5D is taken along
the section line 5D-5D of FIG. 5C;

FIGS. 6A-6D are cross-sectional side and top views of
another embodiment of a tissue locator that can be used in the
tissue closure devices shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 showing the
arms in the retracted position (FIGS. 6A and 6B) and in the
deployed position (FIGS. 6C and 6D). FIG. 6B is taken along
the section line 6B-6B of FIG. 6 A and FIG. 6D is taken along
the section line 6D-6D of FIG. 6C;

FIGS. 7A-7C are cross-sectional side views showing the
needles before and after engagement with the suture cuffs in
the retracted and deployed arms;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view illustrating a suture attachment
cuff and an associated barbed needle;

FIG. 9 illustrates a suture cuff and attached suture posi-
tioned within a penetrator receptacle;

FIGS. 10A-10C illustrate alternative structures and tech-
niques for avoiding entanglement of the needle with the
suture;

FIGS. 11A-G illustrate a method of using a tissue closure
device having the tissue locator shown in FIGS. 5A-5D;

FIGS. 12A-D illustrate an alternative method of using a
tissue closure device having the tissue locator shown in FIGS.
5A-5D;

FIGS. 13A and 13B illustrate various embodiments of
pre-tied knots that can be used with embodiments of the
present invention;

FIGS. 14A and 14B are schematic views of a suture bight
having a pre-tied knot in accordance with one embodiment of
the present invention;

FIGS. 15A-D illustrate one embodiment of a method of
attaching a suture to a cuff and releasing the cuff from the arm
using a penetrator and then disengaging the penetrator from
the cuff;

FIGS. 16A and 16B illustrate an alternative embodiment
for releasing the cuff from the arm;

FIGS. 17A and 17B are perspective views of an alternative
embodiment of a penetrator tip;

FIGS. 18A through 18C are schematic views of an alter-
nate embodiment of a penetrator and how it can be used to
engage with a link;

FIGS. 19A through 19G are schematic views of an alter-
nate embodiment of a penetrator that includes a clamp and
ring assembly;

FIG. 20 shows a schematic view of one embodiment of a
cuff and link assembly;

FIGS. 21A-21D are cross-sectional side and top views of
another embodiment of a tissue locator that can be used in the
tissue closure devices shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 showing the
arms in the retracted position (FIGS. 21A and 21B) and in the
deployed position (FIGS. 21C and 21D). FIG. 21B is taken
along the section line 21B-21B of FIG. 21A and FIG. 21D is
taken along the section line 21D-21D of FIG. 21C;
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FIGS. 22A-22D are cross-sectional side and top views of
another embodiment of a tissue locator that can be used in the
tissue closure devices shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 showing the
arms in the retracted position (FIGS. 22A and 22B) and in the
deployed position (FIGS. 22C and 22D). FIG. 22B is taken
along the section line 22B-22B of FIG. 22A and FI1G. 22D is
taken along the section line 22D-22D of FIG. 22C;

FIGS. 23A through 23D are perspective views of a pen-
etrator actuation handle in various modes of operation;

FIGS. 24A and 24B are schematic views, respectively, of a
link combination and a corresponding tissue closure formed
thereby, according to one embodiment;

FIGS. 25A and 25B are schematic views, respectively, of a
link combination and a corresponding tissue closure formed
thereby, according to another embodiment;

FIGS. 26A and 26B are schematic views, respectively, of a
link combination and a corresponding tissue closure formed
thereby, according to another embodiment;

FIGS. 27A and 27B are schematic views, respectively, of a
link combination and a corresponding tissue closure formed
thereby, according to another embodiment;

FIGS. 28A and 28B are schematic views of a suture net and
corresponding tissue closure formed thereby, according to
one embodiment;

FIGS. 29A and 29B are schematic views of a suture net and
corresponding tissue closure formed thereby, according to
another embodiment;

FIGS. 30A and 30B are schematic views of a suture net and
corresponding tissue closure formed thereby, according to
another embodiments;

FIGS. 31A and 31B are schematic views of a suture link
used in conjunction with a suture net and a corresponding
tissue closure formed thereby, according to another embodi-
ment;

FIGS. 32A through 32C illustrate a method of using a
suture net to close a tissue opening when one portion of the
suture net is unusable, according to one embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As used in the specification and appended claims, direc-
tional terms, such as “top,” “bottom,” “up,” “down,” “upper,”
“lower,” “proximal,” “distal,” and the like are used herein
solely to indicate relative directions and are not otherwise
intended to limit the scope of the invention or claims.

The present disclosure provides methods and apparatuses
to locate a distal wall of a tissue through an opening in the
tissue. Some embodiments of the devices and methods
described herein are suitable for closure of vascular punctures
or other openings in the tissue. For example, in some embodi-
ments, one or more sutures can be positioned through the
tissue adjacent an opening so the opening can be closed using
the sutures.

Generally, the apparatuses and methods described herein
for tissue location can be used with any type of body tissue.
Embodiments used to close openings in tissue can be used
with any type of body tissue that has sufficient strength to be
held together by sutures. By way of example only, embodi-
ments of the present invention can be used to close openings
in tissues that have a wall or membrane function, e.g, pulmo-
nary, intestinal, vascular, urethral, gastric, renal or other wall
structures, or in membranes, e.g., amniotic or pericardial
membranes. Openings in other types of tissues can also be
closed using embodiments of the present invention. Although
many types of body tissue can be closed by the methods and
apparatuses disclosed herein, the description included herein
refers to “vessels” for convenience.
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Furthermore, the apparatuses and methods described
herein can be used with large and small hole punctures or
other openings in the body tissue. By way of example,
embodiments of the present invention can be used to close
holes from 5 French to 30 French or larger. It may also be
possible to close holes of other sizes using embodiments of
the present invention.

Turning now to the drawings, FIGS. 1A and 1B illustrate a
tissue closure device 100 having a housing 102 and a shaft
104 extending therefrom. Housing 102 supports a penetrator
actuation handle 106 at a proximal end 108 thereof, and an
arm actuation handle 110. Shaft 104 extends distally from
housing 102 from a proximal end 112 to a spaced apart distal
end 114. A flexible, atraumatic monorail guide body 116 can
extend distally from distal end 114 of shaft 104.

A tissue locator 118 is positioned at distal end 114 of shaft
104. Tissue locater 118 includes a pair of arms 120a and 1205
positioned near distal end 114 of shaft 104. Arms 120 can
move between a low profile, retracted position, in which each
arm is substantially aligned along an axis 122 of shaft 104, to
a deployed, expanded position, in which the arms extend
laterally away from shaft 104. The retracted position of arms
120 is shown in FIG. 1A and the deployed position is shown
in FIG. 1B. The movement of arms 120 between the retracted
and deployed positions and back again can be effected by
actuation of arm actuation handle 110. Arm actuation handle
110 can comprise a handle that pivots about a hinged point, as
in the depicted embodiment, or can comprise a mechanism
that uses a rotary action, a linear action, a cam action, or any
other type of action that can move arms 120 between the
retracted and deployed positions. The movement of penetra-
tors to and from the deployed arms 120 can be effected by
actuation of penetrator actuation handle 106. Penetrator
actuation handle 106 can comprise a handle that linearly
moves, as in the depicted embodiment, or can comprise a
mechanism that uses a picoting action, a rotary action, a cam
action, or any other type of action that can move the penetra-
tors to and from the deployed arms 120.

FIGS. 2A-2C illustrate another embodiment of a tissue
closure device 130 having a modified proximal housing 132.
Similar to tissue closure device 100, tissue closure device 130
includes a pair of arms 120 that can be moved between the
retracted and deployed positions using an arm actuation
handle 134. FIG. 2C also shows how penetrators 136 can be
advanced distally from shaft 104 to arms 120 by depressing a
penetrator actuation handle 138.

Arms 120 and the actuation thereof are illustrated more
clearly in the cross sectional views of FIGS. 3A-3E. FIGS. 3A
and 3B depict arms 120a and 1205 in the retracted position,
and FIGS. 3C and 3D depict arms 120a and 1205 in the
deployed position. FIG. 3E shows the movement of arms
120a and 12056 between the two positions; the retracted posi-
tion is shown in solid lines while the deployed position is
shown in dashed lines. As can be seen in FIGS. 3A-3E, arms
120a and 12056 are essentially identical except that they are
positioned on opposite lateral sides of tissue locator 118 so as
to be diametrically opposed to each other.

Each arm 120 of tissue locator 118 extends from a proximal
end 150 to a spaced apart distal end 152. To allow arms 120 to
move between the retracted and deployed positions, distal
end 152 of each arm 120 is attached to or formed with shaft
104 so as to be pivotable with respect to shaft 104. That is,
each arm 120 is configured to pivot about its distal end 152 to
cause proximal end 150 to move radially inward and outward
with respect to axis 122, as shown in FIG. 3E. This can be
accomplished by making at least the distal end 152 of each
arm 120 out of a resiliently bendable material. Alternatively,
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a hinge (not shown) can be attached between distal end 152 of
arm and shaft 104 to aid in the pivoting action, if desired.

With reference to FIGS. 3A and 3B, each arm 120 has an
outer surface 154 and an opposing inner surface 156 extend-
ing from distal end 152 to an end face 158 positioned at
proximal end 150. Outer surface 154 faces radially away from
axis 122 and can be curved to substantially match the curva-
ture of shaft 104, if desired. Inner surface 156 faces radially
towards axis 122. If desired, inner and outer surfaces 156 and
154 can be formed so that the thinnest portion (laterally) of
each arm 120 occurs at the distal end 152 thereof to aid in the
pivoting of the arm thereat.

In the retracted position illustrated in FIGS. 3A and 3B,
arms 120aq and 1205 extend substantially along axis 122 of
shaft 104. If outer surfaces 154 of arms 120 are curved to
substantially match the curvature of shaft 104, tissue locator
118 can essentially form a bridge between the portions of
shaft 104 positioned proximally and distally of arms 120.
Tissue locater 118 can have a similar cross-sectional outer
surface as shaft 104 when arms 120 are in the retracted posi-
tion. This can be beneficial when positioning arms 120
through an opening in the tissue before deployment. Advan-
tageously, prior to deployment of arms 120, tissue locater 118
can have a cross section of about 7 Fr or less. In some embodi-
ments, tissue locater 118 can have a cross section of between
5 and 30 French prior to deployment of arms 120. In some
embodiments, tissue closure device 100 can have a cross-
section of about 6 Fr or less for the entire device distal of the
proximal end 112 of shaft 104.

End faces 158 are used to determine the location of the
distal surface of the tissue. This can be done by positioning
arms 120 through an opening in the tissue until the arms are
distal of the tissue, deploying arms 120, and then pulling
tissue locator 118 proximally until end faces 158 contact the
distal surface of the tissue. To aid in this, each end face 158 is
substantially planar and extends from an outer edge 160 to an
inner edge 162. Outer edge 160 is formed by the intersection
of end face 158 with outer surface 154 and inner edge is
formed by the intersection of end face 158 with inner surface
156. End face 158 generally faces proximally and can be
substantially orthogonal to outer surface 154 and/or inner
surface 156, or can be at any desired angle with respect to
inner or outer surfaces 156 or 154. In the depicted embodi-
ment, each end face 158 is formed so as to be substantially
perpendicular to axis 122 when the corresponding arm 120 is
in the deployed position, as shown in FIG. 3C.

End faces 158 can be of any desired cross-sectional shape.
In the depicted embodiment, outer edge 160 of each end face
158 is in the shape of an arc that substantially matches the
diameter of shaft 104. Inner edge 162 extends from either end
of outer edge 160 towards axis 122 and is substantially
rounded off, as shown in FIGS. 3B and 3D. If desired, the
innermost portion of each inner edge 162 can alternatively be
shaped as a smaller arc of an inner circle, as depicted by
dashed lines in FIG. 3B, to provide more contact with expand-
ers used to move arms 120 between the retracted and
deployed positions. Of course, other shapes can also be used.

A penetrator receptacle 164 can be formed on end face 158
of each arm so as to generally face proximally. As shown in
the close-up view of FIG. 3F, a releasable cuff 166 may be
disposed within each penetrator receptacle 164. As such, the
penetrator receptacles can also be referred to as cuff pockets.
A surface of each receptacle 164 can taper proximally and
outwardly to guide advancing penetrators, such as, e.g.,
needles or other elongated bodies, into engagement with cuffs
166 positioned therein when arms 120 are in the deployed
position, as discussed in more detail below.
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When in the deployed position, penetrator receptacles 164
can define a lateral width 168 (FIG. 3D) that can be in a range
from about 0.10 inches to about 0.612 inches, with about
0.110 inches to about 0.30 inches being common. Other
widths can also be used.

In one embodiment, penetrator receptacles 164 can each
include a cuff recess 170 into which cuffs 166 can be posi-
tioned. In one embodiment, each cuff recess 170 has a diam-
eter about a centerline of cuff 166 of about 0.0230 inches and
a length of about 0.042 inches. In some embodiments, pen-
etrator receptacles 164 can taper outward at an angle between
about 20 degrees and about 35 degrees from centerline. A
lateral opening or window through the side of arm 120 to each
cuffrecess may be included to facilitate penetrator and/or cuff
positioning during assembly. A protruding collar may be
positioned near the proximal end of cuff recess to help keep
cuft 166 in position. A slot may also be positioned adjacent
penetrator receptacle 164 to receive a suture or other filament,
as discussed in more detail below.

Turning to FIG. 4, cuff 166 can be a roughly cylindrical
structure having an axial channel 172 extending therethrough
between a proximal end 174 and a distal end 176. A first slot
178 can be formed at proximal end 174 of cuff 166 to define
at least one tab 180. Tabs 180 can be used to aid in capturing
a penetrator inserted into channel 172, as discussed below. A
second slot 182 can be formed at distal end 176 of cuff 166 to
define a suture attachment collar 184. Suture attachment col-
lar 184 can be used to facilitate attachment of a suture or other
filament to cuff 166, also as discussed below. Cuff 166 can be
comprised of a resilient material, such as a metal or alloy. For
example, in one embodiment, cuff 166 can be comprised of
stainless steel.

Returning to FIGS. 3A and 3C, tissue locator 118 can also
include an arm expansion mechanism to help in moving arms
120 between the retracted and deployed positions. For
example, in the depicted embodiment, an arm expansion
mechanism 186 can comprise an expander 188 that is moved
along axis 122 by an actuator 190. Actuator 190 can extend
proximally from expander 188 through a lumen 192 of shaft
104 or along the outside surface of shaft 104 and can be
coupled to arm actuation handle 110 or 134 (FIG. 1B or 2B).
Actuator 190 can be a rod or the like. Other types of actuators
can alternatively be used.

In the depicted embodiment, expander 188 can comprise a
substantially conical wedge extending distally from a base
194 to a substantially narrower distal end 196. When arms
120 are in the retracted position, expander 188 can be posi-
tioned within shaft 104 proximal of arms 120, as shown in
FIG. 3A. Actuation of arm actuation handle 110 or 134 (FIG.
1B or 2B) can cause actuator 190 to advance distally, as
denoted by arrow 198, thereby causing expander 188 to also
advance distally. Eventually, distal end 196 of expander 188
contacts inner edge 162 of each arm end face 158. As
expander 188 is advanced further distally by actuator 190, the
expander begins to exert an outward force on arms 120 at
inner edges 162. Because distal end 152 of each arm 120 is
attached to or formed with shaft 104, however, distal end 152
cannot be moved radially outward by the exerted force. On
the other hand, proximal end 150 of each arm 120 is unat-
tached to shaft 104 and can therefore move radially outward
in response to the exerted force, pivoting about distal end 152
to do so. As a result, each arm 120 begins to pivot radially
outward about distal end 152.

Due to the wedge shape of expander 188, as expander 188
advances further distally, the outward force exerted by
expander 188 against inner edges 162 causes each arm 120 to
continue to pivot radially outward about distal end 152. Proxi-
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mal ends 150 of arms 120 can continue to be pushed radially
outward by expander 188 until distal end 196 of expander 188
reaches inner edges 162 of arms 120. At that point, proximal
ends 150 of arms 120 are in the deployed position shown in
FIGS. 3C and 3D. As noted above, in the deployed position,
arms 120 can be used to locate the distal wall of the tissue
through the tissue opening, as discussed in more detail below.

To move arms 120 back to the retracted position shown in
FIGS. 3A and 3B, arm actuation handle 110 or 134 (FIG. 1B
or 2B) can be moved back to its original position, thereby
causing actuator 190 to retract proximally. This causes
expander 188 to also move proximally, thereby allowing the
proximal end 150 of arms 120 to move radially back towards
axis 122. To aid in moving arms 120 back to the retracted
position, each arm 120 can be made of a resilient material that
biases the arm towards the retracted position. For example,
arms 120 can be made of a resilient polymer, metal, alloy, or
the like. A shape memory alloy, such as, e.g., a nickle titanium
allow, commonly known as nitinol, can also be used. Alter-
natively, a biasing element, such as, e.g., a spring, can be
attached between arms 120 to bias the arms to the retracted
position.

In an alternative embodiment, expander 188 can be
threaded. In that embodiment, rotation of actuator 188 about
axis 122 can cause expander 188 to rotate. Due to the threaded
connection with inner edges 162, this can cause expander 188
to move distally with respect to arms 120, thereby rotating
arms 120 to the deployed position. If desired, to make the
threaded connection stronger, each inner edge 162 can also
include a portion of a thread that mates with the thread on
expander 188, as indicated by the dashed lines shown on FIG.
3B.To actuate the threaded expander, a rotating arm actuation
handle can be used.

FIGS. 5A-5D show an alternative embodiment of a tissue
locater 200 that allows for further lateral movement of the
arms than tissue locater 118. Tissue locater 200 includes arms
202a and 2025 that are substantially longer than arms 120,
with an inner surface 204 of each arm being shaped to include
arecess 206 between proximal and distal ends 150 and 152, as
shown in FIG. 5A. Each recess 206 extends from a proximal
end 208 distally outward to an outer edge 210 and then inward
to an inner edge 212 at a distal end 214. Inner edge 212 is
closer to axis 122 than is outer end 210. The recesses 206 of
arms 202 combine to generally form a cavity 216. Recesses
206 are shaped so that when arms 202 are in the retracted
position, expander 188 can be positioned within cavity 216,
as shown in FIG. SA.

Similar to the embodiment described above, as expander
188 moves distally, the outer surface thereof can contact and
move inner edges 212 laterally outward, thereby causing
proximal ends 150 of arms to pivot radially outward about
distal ends 152 until arms 202 are fully deployed, as shown in
FIGS. 5C and 5D. Because inner edges 212 of inner surface
204 are positioned distally of proximal end 150, and because
arms 202 are substantially longer than arms 120, proximal
ends 150 of arms 202 are moved substantially further radially
outward when deployed than are arms 120 (compare FIGS.
5C and 5D to FIGS. 3C and 3D).

Similar to the embodiment discussed above, expander 188
can be substantially conically shaped. Alternatively, expander
188 can be substantially cylindrically or rectangularly shaped
as long as cavity 216 is generally shaped to receive expander
therein. Other expander shapes may also be possible.

FIGS. 6A-6D show an alternative embodiment of a tissue
locater 230 that uses an expander 232 that is moved proxi-
mally instead of distally to deploy the arms. Similar to the
tissue locaters discussed above, tissue locater 230 also
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includes arms 234a and 2345 having penetrator receptacles
164 on proximal end faces 158 thereof for receiving cuffs. On
arms 234, a lower portion 236 of each inner surface 238
extends inward toward axis 122 as inner surface 238 extends
proximally from distal end 152 of arm 234, so as to generally
form a ramp, as shown in FIG. 6A.

Unlike the expanders discussed above, expander 232 can
be initially positioned distal of the distal end 152 of arms 234
when arms are in the retracted position, as shown in FIG. 6A.
As expander 232 is withdrawn proximally, the outer surface
thereof can contact the bottom portion of ramp 236 of each
arm 234. As expander 232 is withdrawn further proximally,
expander 232 begins to exert an outward force on arms 234 at
ramps 236. As expander 232 is withdrawn further proximally,
the outward force exerted by expander 232 on ramps 236
causes proximal ends 150 of arms 234 to pivot outward about
distal end 152 until arms 234 are fully deployed, as shown in
FIGS. 6C and 6D. As such, although various components of
tissue locator 230 may be different than tissue locators 118
and 200, discussed above, the result is the same; proximal
ends 150 of arms are caused to move from the retracted
position to the deployed position by actuation of the actuator.

Expander 232 is shown in the depicted embodiment as
being substantially cylindrical. However, similar to the
expanders discussed above, expander 232 can be substan-
tially conical or rectangular if arms are modified accordingly.
Other expander shapes may also be possible.

Turning to FIGS. 7A-7C, which shows tissue locator 200,
cuffs 166 can be used in conjunction with penetrators 136 to
help position a loop of suture or other filament 264 across a
tissue opening 250 to aid in closing the opening. Each pen-
etrator 136 can comprise a substantially rigid elongated shank
252 that extends to a distal tip 254. Penetrator 136 can also
include means for attaching the penetrator to the cuff. The
means for attaching can provide a permanent attachment or a
removable attachment, as discussed in more detail below. In
the depicted embodiment, penetrator 136 comprises an elon-
gated needle and the means for attaching the penetrator to cuff
166 comprises a barbed tip 256 (FIG. 8) that provides a
permanent attachment to cuff 166. Penetrators 136 can be
initially positioned within channels or lumens 258 defined in
shaft 104 to carry the penetrators, as shown in FIG. 7A.
Likewise, arms 202 (2024 and 2025) can be initially posi-
tioned in the retracted position, as shown in FIG. 7A. Before
using penetrators 136, arms 202 should be moved to the
deployed position shown in FIG. 7B. This can be done by
manipulating arm actuation handle 110, as discussed above.

As shown in FIG. 7A, penetrator guides 260 can be posi-
tioned at the distal end of lumens 258 to laterally deflect
penetrators 136 outward as penetrators 136 are moved dis-
tally so penetrators 136 can extend laterally to cuffs 166 of
arms 202 when arms 202 are in the deployed position. This
lateral deflection of penetrators 136 can allow the use of a
small diameter shaft 104, while still encompassing sufficient
tissue within the suture loop on opposite sides of the tissue
opening so as to effect hemostasis when the suture loop is
tightened and secured.

In some embodiments, shaft 104 can comprise an outer
casing of a biocompatible material such as stainless steel,
carbon fiber, nylon, another suitable polymer, or the like.
Penetrator guides 260 may be defined at least in part as
lumens formed within the casing of a polymeric material such
as nylon or the like. In some embodiments, shaft 104 may
comprise a carbon-fiber filled nylon, or carbon fiber filled
with an alternative material.

As shown in the depicted embodiment, an end 268 of suture
loop 264 can be attached to each cuff 166. Opposite ends of
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the same suture can be secured to different cuffs 166, as in the
depicted embodiment, or ends of different sutures can be
used.

In one embodiment, suture 264 can comprise a continuous
filament with one end 268 of the suture being attached to cuff
166 in penetrator receptacle 164 of one arm 202a and the
other end 268 of the suture being attached to cuff 166 in
penetrator receptacle 164 of the opposite arm 2025. An inter-
mediate portion 270 of suture 264 between the ends 268 may
extend proximally into shaft 104. In one embodiment, inter-
mediate portion 270 can extend along a suture lumen of shaft
104 to proximal housing 102 or beyond. Alternatively, the
intermediate portion 270 of suture 264 between the ends 268
may extend distally within guide body 116 or may be posi-
tioned external to shaft 104. In still further alternatives
described below, a short length of suture or some other flex-
ible filament 264 may extend substantially directly between
the penetrator receptacles in the two arms.

To use penetrators 136 to help close tissue opening 250,
arms 202 of tissue closure device 200 should be positioned
through opening 250 and then moved to the deployed position
shown in FIG. 7B. This can be done by manipulating arm
actuation handle 110, as discussed above. As arms 202 are
moved to the deployed position, ends 268 of suture 264 also
move outward due to the attachment of suture 264 to each cuff
166.

Upon actuation of penetrator actuation handle 106 (see
FIGS. 1 and 2), penetrators 136 move distally and extend
laterally from shaft 104 to securely engage with cuffs 166, as
shown in FIG. 7C. Specifically, penetrators 136 advance from
fixed penetrator guides 260, and are laterally directed into
cuffs 166 by receptacles 164.

In one embodiment, penetrator 136 comprises an elon-
gated needle having a barbed end 256 defining a recessed
engagement surface 262, as shown in FIG. 8. Channel 172 of
cuff 166 can receive barbed end 256 of needle 136 therein.
Tabs 180 can be resiliently biased inward into channel 172. As
needle 136 advances into cuff 166, barbed end 256 resiliently
displaces tab 180 clear of channel 172 so as to allow the
barbed end to pass axially into cuff 166. Once barbed end 256
is disposed axially beyond tab 180, tab 180 can resiliently flex
back into channel 172, thereby capturing needle 136 by
engagement between tab 180 and recessed surface 262. As
each tab 180 can hold cuff 166 in place on needle 136, the use
of'more than one tab can increase the reliability of the system.
For example, three tabs 180 can be provided on cuff 166, as
illustrated in FIG. 4. Once needle 136 has been secured to cuff
166, the cuff can be withdrawn proximally from arm 234 by
withdrawing needle 136 proximally back toward shaft 104.
Other types of penetrators besides needles can also be used
with cuff 166, as discussed below.

Returning to FIG. 7C in conjunction with FIG. 8, each cuff
166 can be generally configured to facilitate withdrawal of
itself (and any attached suture or filament 264) along with
penetrator 136 axially through the tissue wall 266 along the
penetrator path. As such, penetrator 136 can comprise an
elongated shank having a cross-sectional width of between
about 0.010 inches and about 0.020 inches, with other widths
being possible. Engagement surface 262 formed by barb 256
can have a protruding length of between about 0.002 inches
and about 0.005 inches, with other lengths being possible.

As shown in FIG. 8, cuff 166 can have a cross-sectional
size roughly corresponding to or slightly larger or smaller
than penetrator 136. In one embodiment, cuff 166 can have an
outer lateral width of between about 0.014 inches and 0.025
inches, and an axial length of between about 0.035 inches and
0.050 inches. Channel 172 can be sized to receive at least a
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portion of needle 136, and can generally have a width of
between about 0.010 inches and 0.020 inches, with other
widths also being possible. In the exemplary embodiment,
penetrator 136 has a diameter of about 0.020 inches, while the
cuff comprises a tube having an outer diameter of about 0.020
inches, an inner diameter of about 0.016 inches, and an over-
all length of about 0.047 inches. In some embodiments, the
diameter of cuff 166 is based primarily on the diameter of
suture 264 attached thereto. Weeping of blood can occur
through the tissue hole created by penetrator 136 if the hole is
substantially larger than the suture. As such, greater diam-
eters can be used for cuff 166 and penetrator 136 if a suture of
a correspondingly greater diameter is used.

Penetrator 136 can have a length of between about 5.0
inches and 6.0 inches, with other lengths also possible. Pen-
etrator 136 can be sufficiently stiff to be advanced in com-
pression through the tissue wall (and adjacent tissues, if nec-
essary) for up to about 0.5 inches when supported in
cantilever. Greater distances may also be possible. Penetrator
136 can also be substantially flexible to be laterally deflected
within shaft 104 by penetrator guide 260, as discussed above.
Penetrator 136 can be comprised of a high strength metal,
such as, e.g., stainless steel. Other materials can also be used.

Cuff 166 can also comprise a flexible material to allow tab
180 to flex out of the way of barbed end 256, and to resiliently
rebound and engage recessed surface 262, as discussed
above. In one embodiment, barbed end 256 can have a diam-
eter of about 0.015 inches, with the diameter of the penetrator
decreasing to about 0.008 inches proximally of the barb so as
to define recessed engagement surface 262.

As noted above, an end 268 of suture or other filament 264
can be attached to each cuff 166. In the embodiment depicted
inFI1G. 8, the end 268 of suture 264 is secured to the distal end
of cuftf 166 using suture collar 184. Collar 184 may be
crimped about suture 264 to mechanically affix the suture to
cuft 166. In addition and/or instead of mechanical crimping,
the end of the suture may be bonded to cuff 166 using an
adhesive, heat, fasteners, knots, or the like. In one embodi-
ment, one or both ends of the suture is enlarged to prevent the
end from passing completely through the cuff. Other types of
securing devices or methods can also be used. Opposite ends
of the same suture can be secured to different cuffs 166, as in
the embodiment depicted in FIGS. 7A-7C, or ends of differ-
ent sutures can be used.

By being secured to cuff 166, the end 268 of suture 264 can
also be withdrawn proximally from arm 202 when the cuffis
withdrawn proximally by penetrator 136. As such, as cuffs
166 and associated portions of suture 264 are releasably sup-
ported in arms 202, needles 136 can be withdrawn proximally
so as to draw cuffs 166 and attached suture ends 268 from
arms 202 proximally into shaft 104. By extending axially
from cuff 166 opposite the open end of channel 172, drag may
be minimized when the suture is drawn proximally along the
penetrator path.

As discussed above, cuffs 166 and suture 264 can be with-
drawn proximally from penetrator receptacles 164 by pen-
etrators 136. Turning now to FIG. 9, to avoid entanglement of
suture 264 with penetrators 136, a slot 272 can be formed in
each arm 202 so as to extend laterally and proximally from
penetrator receptacle 164. Slot 272 can be sized to receive
suture 264 as suture 264 extends from cuft 166. As penetra-
tors 136 pull cuffs 166 axially from penetrator receptacles
164, suture 264 can be pulled from slots 272 and free from
arms 202. Bending of suture 264 within suture slot 272 can
also help hold cuff 166 in penetrator receptacle 164. If
desired, slot 272 can be sized to have a smaller cross-section
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than barbed tip 256 so that the barbed tip is unable to enter slot
272, thereby avoiding entanglement between penetrator 164
and suture 264.

A variety of other features may be included in the arms,
penetrator receptacles, and/or penetrators to avoid tangling of
the penetrators in the suture as the penetrators are directed to
the cuff. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 10A, a moveable
flap 274 may extend over slot 272 so that the advancing
penetrator can slide along flap 274 toward the cuff, rather than
entering slot 272 and engaging suture 264 directly. Flap 274
may be affixed along one side of slot 272, with the other side
of flap 274 flexing into receptacle 164 to release suture 264
from slot 272 when the cuff and suture 264 are withdrawn by
the penetrator.

In an alternative mechanism for avoiding entanglement of
the penetrator with the suture, slots 272 of penetrator recep-
tacles 164 can extend substantially tangentially to the surface
of'the receptacle. As a result of this tangential arrangement, a
penetrator entering receptacle 164 can be directed toward cuft
166 contained therein, but does not enter and advance within
the tangential slot 272 so as to become entangled with the
suture. Slots 272 may optionally extend laterally through the
arm so that the loop of suture can be pulled from one side of
the shaft 104 without interference.

Another alternative mechanism for avoiding entanglement
between the suture and the penetrator is illustrated in FIGS.
10B and 10C. A two-part penetrator 136/ can include an outer
sheath 276 and an inner core 278. These parts of the penetra-
tors can initially advance together into the receptacles with
penetrator core 278 retracted so that the penetrator presents a
smooth tapered tip, as illustrated in FIG. 10B. If desired, the
combined tip can be larger in diameter than the slot contain-
ing the suture. Once two-part penetrator 136 is fully posi-
tioned within the penetrator receptacle, penetrator core 278
may be extended axially to expose barbed tip 256 and
recessed engagement surface 262, as shown in FIG. 10C, and
to secure the penetrator to the cuff within the penetrator
receptacle.

A first method of using a tissue closure device having a
tissue locator to close an opening in tissue will now be
explained with reference to FIGS. 11A-11G. For purposes of
discussion, the method will be set forth with reference to
tissue locator 200. However, it is appreciated that the other
tissue locators discussed or envisioned herein can alterna-
tively be used in this or any of the methods presented herein.
Initially, arms 202 are in the retracted position with cuffs 166
being positioned within penetrator receptacles 164, and pen-
etrators 136 are withdrawn within shaft 104 proximal of arms
202, as shown in FIG. 7A. A length of suture 264 is provided
with ends 268 of suture 264 attached to each cuff 166 and the
intermediate section 270 of suture 264 extending into shaft
104 proximal of arms 120. Alternatively, intermediate section
of suture can extend into shaft 104 or guide body 116 distal of
arms 120, or can be positioned external to shaft 104, as
discussed above.

Tissue locater 200 can be used to help close an opening in
tissue, such as an incision in a blood vessel. To do so, the distal
end of shaft 104 is advanced distally through a tissue tract 300
and through the opening 250 in the vessel wall 266 while the
arms are in the retracted position, as shown in FIG. 11A. This
can be done in a number of ways. For example, after an
endovascular procedure, a guide wire 302 and a guide body
that have been positioned through the opening 250 in vessel
wall 266 can be used. Shaft 104 is advanced until tissue
locater 200 has advanced through opening 250 and into the
blood vessel 304 far enough that the proximal ends 150 of
arms 202 are positioned distal of vessel wall 266, as shown in
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FIG. 11B. Shaft 104 can include a bleed-back lumen, as is
known in the art, to notify the operator that arms 202 have
been advanced far enough for deployment.

Once arms 202 are positioned within the vessel lumen 304
(i.e., distal of vessel wall 266), arms 202 can be deployed and
used to “locate” the inner surface 306 of vessel wall 266
surrounding opening 250. To do so, the expander is moved to
contact and produce a laterally outward force on arms 202 by
actuation of the arm actuation handle, as discussed above.
This causes the proximal ends of arms 202 to rotate radially
outward to the deployed position in the manner discussed
above, on the distal side of the vessel wall 266, as shown in
FIG. 11C. Using tissue locator 200, the expander is moved
distally when actuated, as discussed above. It is appreciated
that with other embodiments of tissue locators, the expander
may instead be moved proximally to provide the laterally
outward force for moving the arms to the deployed configu-
ration, as discussed above.

Once arms 202 have been fully deployed, shaft 104 can be
gently pulled proximally until the penetrator receptacles 164
formed on arm faces 158 are drawn proximally against the
inner surface 306 of vessel wall 266 on opposite sides of
opening 250, as shown in FIG. 11C. See also FIG. 7B. Not
only do arms 202 help to accurately position the penetrator
receptacles on the distal surface 306 of the tissue wall 266,
they also help to position the penetrator guides at a predeter-
mined proximal distance from the tissue.

Once the arm faces are drawn proximally against the inner
surface 306 of vessel wall 266, penetrators 136 can be
extended to arms 202, as shown in FIG. 11D. To do this,
penetrators 136 are advanced distally and laterally from chan-
nels or lumens in shaft 104 through penetrator guides by
actuation of the penetrator actuation handle, as discussed
above.

The distal tips of penetrators 136 form penetration paths
308 in vessel wall 266 on opposite sides of opening 250 as
penetrators 136 advance distally therethrough. As the distal
ends of penetrators 136 advance to arms 202, the tapering
surfaces of the receptacles help to push penetrators 136 into
alignment with the cuffs in arms 202 so as to overcome any
unintended deflection of penetrators 136 by surrounding tis-
sue 310 or vessel wall 266. This ensures that the means for
attaching each penetrator 136 to the corresponding cuff
engages the cuff within each receptacle, as discussed above,
thereby coupling the ends 268 of suture 264 to the penetra-
tors. In the present method, the means for attaching the pen-
etrator to the cuff comprises the barbed tip to provide a
permanent attachment between the penetrator and the cuff.

As discussed above, the middle portion 270 of suture 264
can be positioned within a shaft 104 proximal of arms 202.
Alternatively, the suture loop can instead extend distally from
arms in a lumen of shaft 104 or guide body, can be routed
through the arms, and/or can be positioned external to the
shaft and guide body. Other suture paths can also be used.
Regardless, suture 264 should be configured to pull free of the
tissue closure device between the ends of the suture to form a
continuous loop across opening 250. The amount of suture
264 between arms 202 can vary.

Penetrators 136 can then be used to pull suture 264 proxi-
mally through vessel wall 266, as shown in FIG. 11E. To do
s0, penetrators 136 are withdrawn proximally through pen-
etration paths 308 in vessel wall 266 by moving penetrator
actuation handle 106. Due to the secure engagement of pen-
etrators 136 and suture 264 to cuffs 166, the withdrawal of
penetrators 136 causes cuffs 166 and the ends 268 of suture
264 to also be drawn proximally through vessel wall 266
along penetrator paths 308 formed by penetrators 136. As
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ends 268 of suture 264 move proximally through vessel wall
266, a portion of the intermediate section 270 attached to ends
268 is also pulled proximally through penetrator paths 308.

After the ends 268 of suture 264 have been withdrawn
proximally through vessel wall 266 and into shaft 104 by
penetrators 136, tissue locater 200 can be removed. To do so,
arms 202 are moved back to the retracted position shown in
FIG. 11F by moving the expander using arm actuation handle
110. This causes the expander to no longer produce a lateral
outward force on arms 202, which allows the proximal ends
of arms 202 to rotate inward to the retracted position. If
needed, tissue closure device 200 can be moved slightly dis-
tally away from inner surface 306 of vessel wall 266 before
retraction of arms 202 so the arms can move to the retracted
position more easily. Using tissue locator 200, the expander is
moved proximally to allow arms 202 to rotate back to the
retracted position. It is appreciated that with other embodi-
ments of tissue locators, the expander may instead be moved
distally to allow the arms to rotate back to the retracted
position, as discussed above.

With arms 202 in the retracted position, shaft 104 can be
withdrawn proximally through tissue tract 300 and removed
therefrom. This causes tissue locater 200 to also move proxi-
mally back through opening 250 to be withdrawn from tissue
tract 300. The withdrawal of tissue closure device 200 also
causes the ends 268 of the suture loop 264, which are still
secured to needles 136, to continue to be proximally with-
drawn. As the suture ends 268 are withdrawn, more of the
intermediate section 270 of the suture 264 is pulled proxi-
mally through penetrator paths 308 on both sides of opening
250. If any of the intermediate portion 270 of suture 264 is
originally positioned proximal of vessel wall 266, that portion
passes distally through opening 250 before being pulled back
proximally through penetrator paths 308 in vessel wall 266.

Once shaft 104 has been withdrawn sufficiently, suture 264
can be used to close opening 250. To do so, ends 268 of the
suture 264 can be grasped by the operator and pulled proxi-
mally to pull the remaining suture loop 264 proximally
through penetrator paths 308 on the opposite sides of opening
250 to close the opening, as shown in FIG. 11G. A knot or
closure device can then be used to secure suture 264 to allow
the closure of opening 250 to become permanent, as is known
in the art.

FIGS. 12A-12D show an alternative, second, method of
using tissue locator 200 to close the tissue opening. In the
alternative method, rather than pulling the two opposite ends
of'an extended loop through the needle paths and proximally
out the tissue tract for tying, tissue closure device 200
advances a single end of suture distally along one needle path,
across the opening, and then proximally out along the other
needle path.

Similar to the first method, shaft 104 is advanced through
opening 250 until the proximal ends 150 of arms 202 are
positioned distal of the vessel wall 266, whereupon arms 202
are deployed and moved into contact with the inner, or distal,
surface 306 of vessel wall 266 surrounding opening 250, as
shown in FIG. 12A. Also similar to the first method, each
penetrator receptacle 164 contains a cuff 166 having attached
thereto an end 268 of suture or filament 264. However, instead
of'two ends of a long suture being attached to the cuffs, suture
or connecting filament 264 is short and spans substantially
directly between penetrator receptacles 164 to attach to cuffs
166, as shown in schematic in FIG. 12A. As such, connecting
suture or filament 164 forms a link between cuffs 166.

Similar to the first method, each penetrator 136 includes
means for attaching the penetrator to the cuff. However, while
one of the penetrators includes a means for attaching that is



US 9,364,209 B2

21

permanent (e.g., the barbed tip), the other penetrator includes
a means for attaching that is releasable. For ease of descrip-
tion, the penetrator having the means for permanent attach-
ment will be referred to as the “first” penetrator and the
penetrator having the means for releasable attachment will be
identified as the “second” penetrator herein and the identifiers
thereof will be respectively differentiated with an “a” and a
“b” appended to the identifier. Thus, the first penetrator and
second penetrators 136 will be respectively identified as 136a
and 1364. The cuffs, penetrator receptacles, penetrator paths,
etc. associated with each penetrator will likewise be referred
to as “first” and “second” cuffs, penetrator receptacles, pen-
etrator paths, etc and be differentiated in the same manner
(i.e., with an “a” or “b” appended to the identifier) as the
penetrators.

To facilitate separation of the second penetrator 1365 from
the second cuff 1665, second penetrator 1365 includes a
detachable coupling structure that allows penetrator 1365 to
separate from the second cuff 1665 when the penetrator is
withdrawn therefrom. For example, in the depicted embodi-
ment, the distal end of second penetrator 1365 comprises a
detachable tip 314.

A suture loop 316 having two ends 318 and 320 is posi-
tioned within or proximal of shaft 104, as shown in schematic.
The first end 318 of suture 316 is releasably attached to
second penetrator 1365 using the detachable coupling struc-
ture so that suture 316 can separate from second penetrator
136 when second penetrator 1365 is withdrawn from second
cuft 1665. For example, in the depicted embodiment, the first
end 318 of suture 316 is attached to detachable tip 314.
Second penetrator 1365 may be hollow so that suture 316 may
extend proximally within the hollow penetrator where the
penetrator has an open channel along its length, may exit the
hollow penetrator just proximally of detachable tip 314, or
may be disposed alongside a solid penetrator.

Similar to the first method, both penetrators 136 are
advanced distally through tissue wall 266 to become attached
to cuffs 166, as shown by arrows 322 in FIG. 12B. Because of
its attachment to second penetrator 1365, the first end 318 of
suture 316 is also advanced proximally through tissue wall
266 and secured to second cuff 1665 along with second pen-
etrator 1365.

When penetrators 136a and 1365 are subsequently with-
drawn proximally from arms 202, as indicated by direction
arrows 324 in FI1G. 12C, suture 316 advanced through tissue
wall 266 with second penetrator 1365 remains attached to
second cuff 1665 with the detachable tip. First cuff 166a
remains secured to first penetrator 1364, as in the first method,
and is withdrawn proximally therewith. As link 264 extends
between cuffs 1664 and 1665, and as detachable tip 314 can
pull free of second penetrator 1365 when the penetrators are
withdrawn, this effectively couples first penetrator 1364 to
first end 318 of suture 316.

Thus, as first cuff 1664 is withdrawn proximally through
first penetrator path 308« as indicated by directional arrow
324, link 264 between cuffs 166a and 1665 is drawn across
the tissue opening, as indicated by directional arrow 326, and
also withdrawn proximally through first penetrator path 308a.
Because of its attachment to link 264, second cuff 1665, along
with suture 316 now attached thereto, are also drawn across
the tissue opening, as indicated by directional arrow 328.

As shown in FIG. 12D, as the first and second penetrators
are further withdrawn proximally, second cuff 1665 is with-
drawn proximally through first penetrator path 308a and out
of'the body, as indicated by directional arrow 330, by virtue of
the attachment of second cuff 16654 to link 264. As a result,
suture 316, which is attached to second cuff 1665, is pulled
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distally through second penetration path 3085, as indicated by
directional arrow 332, across the tissue opening, as indicated
by directional arrow 334, and then back proximally through
first penetration path 308a, as indicated by directional arrow
336.

As a result, rather than pulling both ends of an extended
loop through the penetrator paths and proximally out the
tissue tract for tying as is done in the first method, a single end
of suture attached to the second cuff advances distally
through the second penetrator path, across the tissue opening,
and then proximally along the first penetrator path as the
penetrators are withdrawn.

Once the first end 318 of tissue 316 has been withdrawn
proximally through first penetration path 308a, arms 202 can
be moved to the retracted position and tissue closure device
200 can be removed from the tissue tract. A knot or closure
device can then be used to secure the suture 316 to allow the
closure of the tissue opening to become permanent.

The second method is especially useful for using a pre-tied
knot to close the tissue opening. For example, turning to FI1G.
13A, a bight 340 of suture 316 can be releasably attached to
the shaft encircling the opening of penetrator guide 260 (see
FIG. 12A) of the fixed tip penetrator. The bight 340 of suture
316 may be releasably disposed within a slot of the shaft, may
be temporarily held in place by a weak adhesive or coating, or
the like. The second end 320 of suture 316 can extend proxi-
mally along the shaft and can also be releasably held along the
shaft, if desired.

Bight 340 can define a knot when the first end 318 of suture
316 passes therethrough, as can be understood with reference
to FIGS. 12A-12D. Bight 340 can include one or more loops,
and can be pre-arranged so as to define a square knot using the
general layout illustrated in FIG. 13A, a cinch knot using the
general layout illustrated in FIG. 13B, or a variety of known
or new surgical knots.

The knot can be completed by pulling second penetrator
1364, short suture 264, and first end 318 of suture 316 (to-
gether with cufts 1664 and 1665 and detachable first penetra-
tor tip 314) proximally through bight 340. Second end 320 of
suture 316 can be pulled to free bight 340, and the ends 318
and 320 of suture 316 can be tightened and the tissue closure
device removed to provide permanent hemostasis.

In an alternative embodiment of tissue closure device 200,
a slot can be included, distal of arms 202, that includes a
passage that defines a suture bearing surface through which
link 264 and second cuff 16654 can pass. Instead of link 264
attaching directly between first and second cuffs 166a and
16654 across the tissue opening, an intermediate portion of the
link can be positioned within the passage. Then, when the
penetrators are withdrawn proximally, the link, the second
cuft, and the suture can all pass through the passage before
being withdrawn proximally through the first penetrator path.

Using a passage can provide some unique benefits. For
example, the suture bearing surface can bear forces placed on
the suture during suturing. As such, the suture-bearing sur-
face can minimize forces placed on an incision during inci-
sion tensioning, thereby minimizing the possibility of dam-
aging tissue immediately surrounding the incision.

FIGS. 14A and 14B show one embodiment of a suture
bight 342 that can be used with suture link 264. FIG. 14A
depicts suture bight 342 in a pre-deployed state and FIG. 14B
depicts suture bight 342 in a deployed state. As the suture link
264 and the suture 316 move, a pre-tied suture knot 344 can
also move in the same direction as the suture loop 264, as
indicated by directional arrow 346. Suture loop 264 can con-
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tinue to move pre-tied suture knot 344 towards the incision
until suture 316 and pre-tied suture knot 344 close the incision
formed in the vessel wall.

Suture 316 can be arranged to provide the pre-tied knot 344
that automatically travels down from the shaft of the tissue
closure device where the knot can be stored prior to delivery
to the tissue wall. The suture loop 264 can serve to pull knot
344 down arail portion 348 of suture 316 during deployment.
If desired, the ends 318 and 320 of suture 316 can be differ-
entiated from each other so the operator can distinguish them
and pull the correct end to advance and tighten the knot.

FIGS. 15A-D illustrate a method of attaching suture 316 to
cuft166 and releasing cuff 166 from arm 202 using penetrator
136. As such, the illustrated method can be used to attach
suture 316 to the second cuff 1665 using second penetrator
1365 in the second method discussed above. Penetrator 136
may be any type of structure capable of penetrating the wall of
a lumen, such as an artery, a blood vessel, or the like. In
addition to the penetration capability, the penetrator may
incorporate a hollow tube capable of holding suture.
Examples of such structures may include a hypodermic
needle or the like. As discussed above, in many embodiments
the tissue locator can store penetrator 136 within its shaft, as
shown in FIG. 7A. As previously described with reference to
FIGS. 2A through 2C, a user can deploy a handle of the
suturing device to deploy penetrator shank 252 and its corre-
sponding penetrator tip 256. During deployment, penetrator
shank 252 and penetrator tip 256 penetrate the lumen wall 266
immediately surrounding the incision or other tissue opening,
as shown in FIG. 15A.

Penetrator 136 is advanced through lumen wall 266 until
penetrator tip 256 engages with cuff 166, which is positioned
within cuff recess 170. Once penetrator tip 256 engages with
cuft 166, the penetrator can be further advanced so that pen-
etrator tip 256 advances cuft 166 further into arm 202, as
shown in FIG. 15B. As may be seen with reference to FIG.
15B, cuff 166 can be thereby dislodged out of pocket 170
(FIG. 15A) and into a lumen in arm 202. Once cuff 166 has
been dislodged from pocket 170, a push mandrel 350 can be
used to detach penetrator tip 256 from penetrator shank 252 as
shown with reference to FIG. 15C.

FIG. 15C illustrates the detachment of penetrator tip 256
from penetrator shank 252 in accordance with one embodi-
ment of the present invention. Upon engagement of penetra-
tor tip 256 with cuff 166, push mandrel 350 is further
advanced such that it contacts proximal surface 262 of pen-
etrator tip 256, and further still until penetrator tip 256
detaches from penetrator shank 252.

As shown in FIG. 15D, after penetrator tip 256 detaches
from penetrator shank 252, penetrator shank 252 retracts
from penetrator tip 256 and cuff 166, leaving suture 316
attached to cuff 166. Then, when suture link 264 is pulled
across the tissue opening by the penetrator on the other side of
the tissue locator (not shown), cuff 166 and attached suture
316 will follow, as discussed in the second method above.

FIGS. 16A and 16B illustrate an alternative embodiment
for releasing cuff 166 from arm 202. In this embodiment, arm
202 includes link passageway 352 through which link 264
passes. After penetrator shank 252 engages penetrator tip 256
with cuff 166, penetrator shank 252, during retraction from
arm 202, removes cuff 166 and penetrator tip 256 from the
arm. The force holding penetrator tip 256 on penetrator shank
252 overcomes the force holding cuff 166 in cuff pocket 170.
Once cuff 166 clears arm 202 and attains the orientation
shown with reference to FIG. 16B, the previously described
push mandrel (not shown) can detach penetrator tip 256 from
penetrator shank 252. Upon detachment of penetrator tip 256
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from penetrator shank 252, cuff 166 and attached suture 316
are free to be pulled across the tissue opening by link 264, as
discussed above. In an alternate embodiment, cuff 166 and
penetrator tip 256 may be pulled off elongated shank 252 by
tension in link 264. Alternatively, cuff 166 and penetrator tip
256 may be detached from penetrator shank 252 before being
removed from cuff pocket 170.

Alternative cuff configurations may be used that facilitate
engagement of penetrator bodies 252 with link 264. For
example, FIG. 17A illustrates a perspective view of an alter-
native embodiment of a penetrator tip 354 that can be used
with cuff 166. In this embodiment, penetrator tip 354 includes
windows 356 with proximal facing mating surfaces 358
which engage with tabs 180 of cuff 166 when penetrator tip
354 engages with cuff 166, as shown in FIG. 17B. As such, a
user can detach penetrator shank 252 from penetrator tip 196
with push mandrel 350 after engagement of penetrator tip
windows 356 with cuff tabs 180, as discussed with reference
to penetrator tip 256 and cuft 166.

FIGS. 18A-C show an alternative method of coupling pen-
etrator shank 252 with link 264. In this embodiment, penetra-
tor shank 252 includes a loop 360 which engages with link
264 as penetrator shank 252 enters arm 202. To facilitate the
engagement, link 264 is constructed of a resilient material
capable of flexing in response to loop 360 contacting link 264,
such as polypropylene or any other material having spring-
like characteristics.

As shown in FIG. 18A, penetrator shank 252 moves dis-
tally into arm 202 in the direction indicated by directional
arrow 362 until loop 360 comes into contact with an end 268
of link 264. When loop 360 contacts the end 268, loop 360
moves the end 268 in the direction indicated by directional
arrow 364. As penetrator shank 252 continues to distally
advance, loop 360 continues to move the end 268 of link 264
in the direction 364 until loop 360 advances beyond the end
268 of link 264.

As noted above, link 264 can be constructed of a material
having spring like properties. As such, when loop 360
advances beyond the end 268 of link 264, the resilient prop-
erties of link 264 move the end 268 in the direction indicated
by directional arrow 368 in FIG. 18B. The end 268 oflink 264
moves in the direction 368 such that the end 268 of link 264
moves into loop 360, as shown in FIG. 18B. Once the end 268
of link 264 moves into loop 360, loop 360 can be retracted
into the penetrator shank 252 in the direction indicated by
directional arrow 370. In some embodiments the end 268 of
link 264 also moves into penetrator shank 252 with loop 360.
In some embodiments, the end 268 of link 264 remains out-
side of penetrator shank 252.

As shown in FIG. 18C, as loop 360 moves in the direction
370, loop 360 clamps link 264 against a surface 372 of the
elongate shank 252. As a result, during retraction of the pen-
etrator from arm 202, link 264 remains engaged with penetra-
tor shank 252. As penetrator shank 252 and loop 360 retract
from arm 202, loop 360 pulls link 264 through penetrator path
308, as shown in FIG. 18C. While loop 360 pulls link 264,
cuft 166 (not shown) and the suture 152 (not shown) also can
move through penetrator path 308 in order to enable closure
of a tissue opening.

In another embodiment, the suturing device 150 may also
employ a clip and ring assembly 374 to couple the penetrator
bodies 252 with link 264, as shown with reference to FIGS.
19A-G. FIGS. 19A and 19B illustrate clip and ring assembly
374 in an attached configuration. Clip and ring assembly 374
comprises a clip 376 and a ring 382 that engages with clip
376. Each clip 376 can include flexible arms 378 and a pas-
sageway 380 between the arms 378. Ring 382 can have a
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circular configuration as shown with respect to FIG. 19B.
Initially, the clip 376 can be incorporated into penetrator
shank 252 in place of penetrator tip 256 or needle tip 314.
Alternatively, clip 376 can be initially positioned within pen-
etrator 252 and extendable therefrom, as shown in FIGS. 19C
and 19D. Ring 382 can initially be positioned within arm 202
and coupled to link 264, as shown in FIG. 19E. Link 264 can
couple with the ring 382 using any suitable technique, such as
tying or the like.

As shown in FIG. 19E, as the elongate shank 252 engages
with arm 202, clip 376 can be advanced, as indicated by arrow
383, to couple with ring 382. As illustrated in FIG. 19F, as clip
376 engages with ring 382, flexible arms 378 flex in a direc-
tion indicated by directional arrows Y and Z thereby increas-
ing a width W; of passageway 380 in order to allow passage of
ring 382 through passageway 380 of clip 376.

Referring to FIG. 19G, there is shown a top view of end
face 158 of arm 202 where arm 202 can include a cuff pocket
384 having a pair of elongated openings 386 and 388 that
intersect in the middle to form a cross. Cuff pocket 384 holds
ring 382 such that ring 382 is general positioned in opening
386 prior to engagement with clip 376. Cuff pocket 384 is
configured such that as penetrator shank 252 engages arm
202, clip 376 can enter opening 388 and engage with ring 382
as shown. Once clip 376 engages with ring 382, ring 382,
which is coupled with link 264, can detache from cuff pocket
384 while penetrator shank 252 remains engaged with clip
376.

FIG. 20 shows an embodiment of a cuft and link assembly
that may be used with various embodiments. Cuff 390 has a
penetrator tip receiving end 392 and a tapered end 394. Link
396 has two ends 398 (only one shown in FIG. 20). An
example of a preferred link material is expanded Polytet-
rafluoroethylene (ePTFE), more commonly referred to as
teflon. ePTFE is particularly suited for use as the link material
in the vessel closure devices described herein because of its
low friction, high strength properties.

To assemble the link and cuff assembly, a length oflink 396
is first threaded through cuff 390. The end 398 of link 396
extending from penetrator tip receiving end 392 of cuff 390 is
then heated so that end 398 of link 396 expands. Link 396 is
then pulled through cuft 390 such that the expanded end
portion 398 is seated in the interior tapered end 394 of cuff
390.

In some embodiments it may be advantageous to provide
multiple suture loops across the tissue opening. For example,
closure of a large opening may require two three or more pairs
of loops. To accommodate this, tissue closure devices can
incorporate more than two arms.

Tissue locators envisioned herein may contain any number
of' arms. For example, tissue locators having four, six, eight,
ten or more arms are possible. Independent of the number of
arms, all of the arms can be essentially identical and posi-
tioned on the tissue locator so as to be radially spaced about
the tissue opening. The arms can be equidistantly placed
about the tissue opening or can have varying distances
between them.

By using more arms, multiple suture links can be formed
using the cuffs in the arms. For example, for any even number
of arms, a number of links equal to half the number of arms
can be formed, where each link spans between two of the
cuffs. For example for tissue locators having four, six, eight,
and ten arms, two, three, four, and five links can be formed,
respectively. The links can be formed between diametrically
opposed cuffs or between any ofthe cuffs, as discussed below.
Each link and corresponding cuffs can be employed in any of
the manners discussed above.
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FIGS. 21A through 21D show one embodiment of a tissue
locator 400 that incorporates four arms. Tissue locator 400 is
similar to tissue locator 200 (see FIGS. 5A-5D), except for the
additional arms. That is, similar to tissue locator 200, tissue
locator 400 has a pair of arms 402a and 40256 diametrically
opposed to each other with respect to central axis 122. How-
ever, unlike tissue locator 200, tissue locator 400 also has a
second pair of arms 402¢ and 402d, also diametrically
opposed to each other with respect to central axis 122. As
such, there are four arms 402 arranged radially about central
axis 122, as particularly shown in FIGS. 21B and 21D. Simi-
lar to the embodiments discussed above, each arm 402 can
include a penetrator receptacle 164 and a cuff 166 releasably
positioned therein. Also similar to the tissue locators dis-
cussed above, each arm 402 can pivot about its distal end 152
between the retracted position, as shown in FIGS. 21A and
21B, and the deployed position shown in FIGS. 21C and 21D
by distal movement of expander 188.

FIGS. 22A through 22D show another embodiment of a
tissue locator 410 that incorporates four arms 412 (412a-
412d). Tissue locator 410 is similar to tissue locator 400,
except that instead of using expander 188 to deploy the arms,
tissue locator 410 uses expander 232 that is moved proxi-
mally instead of distally to deploy the arms, similar to tissue
locator 230 (see FIGS. 6 A-6D). As such, similar to arms 234
of tissue locator 230, arms 412 are initially in a retracted
position, as shown in FIGS. 22 A and 22B, and can be pivoted
laterally outward to the deployed position by proximal move-
ment of expander 232, as shown in FIGS. 22C and 22D.

Tissue locators 400 and 410 can be used with any of the
tissue closure devices discussed or envisioned herein and
penetrators 136 can be employed therewith in any of the
manners discussed above. To take advantage of all four arms
402 or 412, four penetrators 136 can be positioned within
shaft 104, with each penetrator 136 being substantially
aligned with one of the arms so as to be able to advance into
the four cuffs. Although only two and four arms have been
discussed herein, it is appreciated that more than four arms
can also be used, along with the same number of correspond-
ing cuffs, penetrators, etc.

In many respects, a tissue closure device with four arms
works in a similar manner as a tissue closure device with only
two arms, such as those discussed above, except for the use of
the four arms instead of two. For example, regardless of the
number of arms used, the tissue locator can be inserted
through the tissue opening with the arms in the retracted
position; the arms can be deployed and positioned against the
distal wall of the tissue; the penetrators can be advanced
through the tissue wall until attached to the cuffs and there-
after withdrawn; suture links and/or the cuffs can be with-
drawn with the penetrators; the arms can be retracted back to
the retracted position so that the tissue closure device can be
withdrawn from the tissue opening, and the withdrawn suture
can be used to seal the tissue opening.

However, tissue closure devices having more than two
arms can provide unique benefits over those that do not, and
these benefits will be discussed below. For ease of discussion,
reference numeral “500” will be used to delineate the arms
when referring to the multiple arms below. In addition, each
arm 500 will be referred to as “first” arm, “second” arm,
“third” arm, “fourth” arm, etc., in a clockwise manner about
central axis 122. Each penetrator, penetrator receptacle, cuff,
etc. that corresponds with the particular arm 500 will also be
referred to using the same identifier (e.g., “first”, “second”,
“third”, and “fourth”). To help in the drawings, each of the
items may also include a lower-case letter, appended to the
reference numeral, corresponding to the identifier, with “a”
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representing the “first” identifier, “b” representing the “sec-
ond” identifier, and so forth. Thus, the first, second, third, and
fourth arms will have designations of “500a”, “5005”,
“500c”, and “5004”, as shown in FIGS. 21B and 22B.

As noted above, a penetrator 136 can be associated with
each ofthe four arms 500. In some embodiments, penetrators
136 can be “paired” by being associated with a pair of cuffs
linked together by a suture link in a similar manner to the
embodiments discussed above. For example, if first and third
cuffs are linked together by a suture link and second and
fourth cuffs are linked together by a separate suture link, then
first and third penetrators are considered to be paired with
each other and second and fourth penetrators are considered
to be paired with each other.

In some embodiments, each penetrator pair can be
advanced and/or withdrawn independently from the other
linked penetrator pairs. In other embodiments, each penetra-
tor can be advanced and/or withdrawn independently from
the other penetrators. To facilitate these options, the tissue
closure device can have a plurality of penetrator actuation
handles. Alternatively, the penetrator actuation handle can be
divided into different portions, one for each penetrator or
penetrator pair.

For example, FIGS. 23A-D show an embodiment of a
penetrator actuation handle 502 that can be used with either of
tissue closure devices 410 or 412. As shown in FIG. 23A,
penetrator actuation handle 502 can be divided into four
separate penetrator actuators 504 (504a-5044). Each penetra-
tor actuator 504 can be coupled with one of the penetrators
136 so as to direct the movements of the respective penetrator
136. For example, first, second, third, and fourth penetrator
actuators 504a, 5045, 504c¢, and 5044 can be respectively
attached to first, second, third, and fourth penetrators 136a,
1365, 136¢, and 1364.

When it is desired to advance or withdraw a particular
penetrator, the penetrator actuator corresponding to the
desired penetrator can be advanced or withdrawn, respec-
tively. For example, to advance first penetrator 136 distally
without advancing the other penetrators, first penetrator
actuator 504q can be distally advanced, as shown in FIG. 23B.
Iftwo or more penetrators are to be moved concurrently, such
as, e.g., any paired penetrators, penetrator actuators 504 cor-
responding to the desired penetrators can be used. For
example, to concurrently advance first and fourth penetrators
504a and 5044 distally, first and fourth penetrator actuators
504a and 504d can be advanced, as shown in FIG. 23C. If all
of the penetrators are to be moved concurrently, all of the
penetrator actuators can be used. For example, to advance all
of the penetrators distally at the same time, penetrator actua-
tors 504a-504d can be advanced, as shown in FIG. 23D.
Penetrator actuation handle 502 can be adapted to be used
with any number of arms by simply dividing the handle 502
into the desired number of penetrator actuators 504. Other
penetrator actuators can also be used.

FIGS. 24A-32C are schematic representations that illus-
trate examples of various link combinations and link nets that
can be used to close tissue openings according to the present
invention. In the examples, the ends of each link can extend
into a cuff disposed within a penetrator receptacle in any of
the manners discussed above. To close the tissue openings
with any of the following link combinations and link nets,
penetrators can be used in any of the manners discussed above
to attach to the cuffs and pull the links proximally out of the
body where they can be tightened, then tied off or clipped.

Although each link in FIGS. 24A-32C is shown as extend-
ing in a generally shortest route between cuffs or between cuff
and hub, Applicant notes that those figures are schematic
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representations to illustrate a particular manner of link and
that the actual links may instead be longer and may take a
circuitous route between the respective cuffs, if desired, simi-
lar to the various embodiments discussed above.

FIG. 24A illustrates one embodiment of a link combination
510 that can be used with tissue closure devices having four
arms, such as tissue locators 400 and 410, discussed above.
Link combination 510 includes two links 512 and 514 whose
ends are attached to different cuffs. Links 512, 514 can cross
each other as they span across tissue opening 250 to link
diametrically opposed cuffs. For example, in the depicted
embodiment the first and third cuffs 166a and 166¢ are linked
by first link 512 and the second and fourth cuffs 1665 and
1664 are linked by second link 514. As such, correspondingly
formed loops 512' and 514' can intersect across tissue opening
250 in a cross pattern when the opening 250' is closed thereby,
asillustrated in FIG. 24B. Although first and second links 512
and 514 intersect each other, they can be unattached to each
other and therefore free to longitudinally move independent
of each other.

FIG. 25A illustrates another embodiment of a link combi-
nation 520 that can be used with tissue closure devices having
four arms. Similar to link combination 510, link combination
520 includes two links 522 and 524 whose ends are attached
to different cuffs. However, instead of being attached to dia-
metrically opposed cuffs, the ends of each link 522, 524
attach to cufts on adjacent arms. For example, in the depicted
embodiment the first and second cuffs 166a and 1665 are
linked by first link 522 and the third and fourth cuffs 166¢ and
1664 are linked by second link 524. As such, correspondingly
formed loops 522' and 524' can span across tissue opening
250 without intersecting each other when the opening 250" is
closed thereby, as illustrated in FIG. 25B. Link combination
520 may be especially useful for closing openings that are
elongated, but may be used to close any type of tissue open-
ing.

Alternatively, first and second links 522 and 524 can cross
over each other as each link extends between its respective
cuft, as depicted in link combination 530 in FIG. 26A. In
particular, first and second links 522 and 524 can be looped
through each other, as shown in FIG. 26A. As such, the
correspondingly formed loops 522" and 524" can pull later-
ally against each other when tightened to close tissue opening
250", as illustrated in FIG. 26B. Similar to links 512 and 514,
first and second links 522 and 524 can be unattached to each
other and therefore free to longitudinally move independent
of each other in either embodiment.

As noted above, each linked cuff pair can be attached to a
different suture loop which can be closed about tissue open-
ing 250 using one or more of the methods discussed above.
For example, for link combinations 510, 520, and 530 shown
respectively in FIGS. 24A, 25A, and 26A, once arms 500
have been deployed and positioned against the distal surface
of the tissue, any of the methods discussed herein can be
performed for any of the links.

For example, for the embodiment shown in FIG. 24 A, any
of the methods can be employed using linked first and third
cufts 500a and 500c¢ and corresponding first and third pen-
etrators to pull the corresponding link 512 proximally
through the tissue and any of the methods can be employed
using linked second and fourth cuffs 5006 and 5004 and
corresponding second and fourth penetrators to pull the cor-
responding link 514 proximally through the tissue. In some
embodiments, the same method can be used for both linked
cuff pairs, and in other embodiments, different methods can
be used for each linked cuff pair.
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As discussed above, once links 512 and 514 have been
pulled through the tissue, the corresponding suture loops can
be tightened about tissue opening 250 to close the opening as
shown in FIG. 24B. In a similar manner, the linked cuff pairs
shown in FIGS. 25A and 26A can also be attached to suture
loops to tighten about and close tissue opening 250 using any
of the methods discussed herein.

The methods can be employed in parallel (i.e., the pairs of
penetrators corresponding to each linked cuff pair being
advanced and subsequently withdrawn concurrently) or seri-
ally (i.e., each pair of penetrators being advanced and subse-
quently withdrawn at different times from each other) using,
e.g., penetrator actuators 504 shown in FIGS. 23A-23D.

It is appreciated that the above discussion of suture links
can be adapted to be used with any number of suture links. For
example, FIG. 27 A illustrates one embodiment of a link com-
bination 530 that can be used with a tissue closure device
having six arms. Link combination 530 includes three links
532, 534, and 536 whose ends are attached to different cuffs.
First link 532 spans between diametrically opposed cuffs,
while links 534 and 536 span between cuffs on either side of
first link 532. Specifically, first link 532 spans between first
and fourth cuffs 166a and 166d, second link 534 spans
between second and sixth cuffs 1665 and 166/, and third link
536 spans between third and fifth cuffs 166¢ and 166e, as
depicted in FIG. 27A. As a result, correspondingly formed
loops 532', 534", and 536' can close tissue opening 520' in the
manner illustrated in FIG. 27B. Similar to other embodiments
discussed herein, first, second, and third links 532, 534, and
536 can be unattached to each other and therefore free to
longitudinally move independent of each other. Other link
combinations are also possible. For example, along with link
532, links 534 and 536 can also span between diametrically
opposed cuffs.

When using multiple suture loops or other type of filament
loops to close a tissue opening, some or all of the loops can be
coupled together if desired to form a filament or suture net
that closes the opening in the tissue. By coupling filament or
suture loops together, the resulting filament or suture net can
provide a more complete closure of the tissue opening and can
be used to assure the loops are positioned correctly during the
closure procedure. FIGS. 28A-32B illustrate various embodi-
ments of net links that can be used with a tissue closure device
to produce a filament or suture net.

In one type of suture net, the individual links can be rigidly
secured to each other to form a net link. For example, FIG.
28A illustrates one embodiment of a net link 550 that can be
used with tissue closure devices having four arms. Net link
550 is similar to link combination 510 shown in FIG. 24A,
except that in net link 550, links 512 and 514 are rigidly
secured to each other at their point of intersection to form a
central hub 552. As a result, central hub 552 divides link 512
into two separate portions 512a and 5125 and link 514 into
two separate portions 514a and 5145. As such, net link 550
has four separate link portions 554a-554d, consisting of link
portions 512a, 5125, 514a, and 5145, each extending radially
outward from central hub 552 to be secured to corresponding
cuffs 166a-1664. Links 512 and 514 can be secured to each
other at hub 552 by adhesive, welding, fastener, or the like, or
can be integrally formed together as a link assembly.

During use, each link portion 554 can remain attached to its
corresponding cuff 166 when cuffs 166 are retracted proxi-
mally through the tissue by the penetrators, e.g., in a similar
manner to that discussed above with respect to the method
shown in FIGS.11A-11G. As aresult, all of the formed suture
loop portions corresponding to link portions 554 can be
pulled proximally outward through the tissue while hub 552
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remains distal of the tissue wall (e.g., within a blood vessel).
This produces a suture net or web. When the suture ends
corresponding to the suture net are tied off to close tissue
opening 250", hub 552 canremain aligned with tissue opening
250" as shown in FIG. 28B, thereby ensuring that the suture
loops of the suture web properly come together on the inside
of the tissue, while also providing structural strength due to
the securing of the individual links at hub 552.

In another type of suture net, the suture loops can be
loosely coupled together instead of being rigidly secured to
each other. For example, FIG. 29A illustrates an alternative
embodiment of a net link 560 that can be used with tissue
closure devices having four arms. Net link 560 is similar to
net link 550, except that individual links 512 and 514 are not
rigidly secured to each other at their point of intersection.
Instead, a ring 562 can be used to form the central hub where
the individual links 512 and 514 intersect. Each link 512, 514
can extend through ring 562 so the correspondingly formed
suture loops 512' and 514' intersect one another where they
pass through ring 562, as shown in FIG. 29B. Ring 562 can
allow links 512 and 514 (and therefore, the correspondingly
formed suture loops 512' and 514') to move longitudinally
with respect to each other while still intersecting at hub 562.
Ring 562 can be rigid or flexible. In one embodiment, ring
562 is at least large enough for cuffs 166 to pass therethrough.

In an alternative embodiment, ring 562 can be rigidly
attached to one of the links 512 or 514 while the other link
passes through ring 562 without being attached thereto. This
can allow the link to which ring 562 is unattached to longi-
tudinally move with respect to the link to which ring 562 is
attached. Ring 562 can be comprised of a loop of suture or any
other biocompatible material.

Net link 560 can be used to close a tissue opening in a
similar manner as net link 550. That is, each link portion can
remain attached to its corresponding cuff 166 when the cuffs
are retracted proximally back through the tissue by the pen-
etrators. Alternatively, if ring 562 is large enough for cuffs
166 to pass therethrough, the method shown in FIGS. 12A-
12D can be used for either link 512 or 514. That is, one or
more of the cuffs 166 can become detached from the corre-
sponding penetrator and be pulled across the opening and
proximally through the tissue by being pulled by the cuff
coupled to the opposite end of the individual link. To do so,
the cuff can pass through ring 562 before passing proximally
through the tissue. Regardless of the manner of use, suture
loops 512" and 514' of the suture net formed from net link 560
can be pulled proximally outward through the tissue and tied
off while loop 562 remains over the tissue opening 250", as
shown in FIG. 29B.

FIG. 30A illustrates another embodiment of a net link 570
in which the links pass through ring 562. However, instead of
extending between cuffs on diametrically opposed arms, the
individual links in net link 570 extend between cuffs on
adjacent arms. For example, in the depicted embodiment, first
and fourth cuffs 166a and 166d are linked by first link 572 and
second and third cuffs 1665 and 166¢ are linked by second
link 574. Because links 572 and 574 extend through ring 562,
however, links 572 and 574 extend inward towards each other
as they pass between the cuffs, as shown in FIG. 30A.

When cuffs 166 corresponding to links 572 and 574 have
been pulled proximally through the tissue and corresponding
suture loops 572" and 574" are tightened about tissue opening
250", the tightening force of each suture loop attempts to pull
the suture loop away from the center of the opening and
toward the corresponding adjacent penetrator pathway holes
in the tissue.
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However, while allowing each suture loop 572' and 574"
some movement away from the center of opening 250", ring
562 prevents suture loops 572' and 574' from moving com-
pletely away from the center of the opening, as depicted in
FIG. 30B. Net link 570 may be especially useful for closing
openings that are elongated, but may be used to close any type
oftissue opening. If desired, ring 562 can have some elasticity
to allow further movement of suture loops 572" and 574' away
from each other with greater tightening force.

FIG. 31A illustrates an embodiment of a net link 580 that
can be used with a tissue closure device having six arms.
Similar to net link 570, net link 580 also includes a pair of
individual links that attach to cuffs on adjacent arms and pass
through a ring. However, because six arms are present, net
link 570 can also have another link passing between the two
unused cuffs on the two additional arms.

For example, in the depicted embodiment, first and second
links 582 and 584 pass through ring 562 as they respectively
extend between cuff pairs 166a/166f and 166¢/1664d. A third
link 586 is positioned between links 582 and 584 and extends
across tissue opening 250 between diametrically opposed
cuffs 1665 and 166e¢. Link 586 extends through ring 562,
although this is not required. That is, link 586 may or may not
pass through the ring. As such, it is clear that net links can be
used by themselves or in conjunction with other individual
links or link combinations that are not a part of the net link.

Similar to net link 570, when corresponding suture loops
582' and 584' are tightened about tissue opening 250", the
tightening force of each suture loop 582' and 584' attempts to
pull the suture loop away from the center of the opening and
toward the corresponding adjacent penetrator pathway holes
in the tissue, as shown in FIG. 31B. The additional suture loop
586' can provide additional closure across opening 250'.

In some situations, portions of the tissue surrounding open-
ing 250 may be hardened or otherwise impenetrable due to
various causes, e.g., due to scar tissue. In those cases, one or
more of the penetrators may be unable to penetrate through
the tissue. Suture nets can be adapted to be used in those
situations.

For example, after positioning a tissue locator over the
opening in the tissue and extending the arms in one of the
manners discussed above, it may become apparent during the
penetration phase that one or more of the penetrators cannot
penetrate through the tissue. For example, if during the use of
penetrator actuation handle 502 (FIG. 23A), one or more of
the penetrator actuators 504 are unable to be completely
advanced distally, this may signify that the penetrators corre-
sponding to the un-advanced penetrator actuators are unable
to penetrate through the tissue.

If the rest of the penetrators were allowed to continue
distally through the tissue and attach to their corresponding
cuffs, the un-advanced penetrators would not advance
through the tissue and therefore would not attach to their
corresponding cuffs. As a result, the links associated with the
unattached cuffs would not become attached to the penetra-
tors and would therefore not become attached to the suture
loops coupled with the corresponding penetrators. Thus, the
closure of the opening could be detrimentally affected. In one
scenario, a portion of a suture loop could remain within a
vessel, not tied off or attached to anything else.

To prevent this from happening, the tissue locator can be
withdrawn from the body after it has been determined which
penetrators cannot penetrate through the tissue and before
any of the penetrators have attached to the cuffs. A suture net
or web can then be formed and attached to the cuffs in the
tissue locator corresponding to the penetrators that can pen-
etrate through the tissue. The cuffs corresponding to the un-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

32

penetrating penetrators can be left unattached or can be
removed from the arms. The tissue locator can then be re-
inserted into the body and the suture net or web can be used to
close the opening.

For example, let us assume that a tissue locator having six
arms is used to attempt to position three suture loops about
tissue opening 250 using links 590, 592, and 594 configured
as shown in FIG. 32A. After the tissue locator has been
positioned over the opening and the arms extended, however,
it becomes apparent during the penetration phase that the
sixth penetrator cannot penetrate through the tissue. Before
the other penetrators have been extended far enough to attach
to their corresponding cuffs, the penetrators can be with-
drawn back into the tissue locator, the arms rotated back to the
retracted position and the tissue locator withdrawn through
the opening and from the body.

The original three links can then be replaced by a net link
596 having five link portions 598a-598¢ extending radially
outward from a hub 599 to respectively attach to the first
through fifth cuffs 166a-166¢ corresponding to the penetrat-
ing first through fifth penetrators; the sixth cuff 166/ corre-
sponding to the un-penetrating sixth penetrator can be left
unattached or can be removed from the corresponding sixth
arm, as shown in FIG. 32B. As such, in the embodiment
depicted in FIG. 32B, only five of the six cuffs 166 are used to
form net link 596.

The tissue locator can then be re-inserted through the open-
ing 250 and net link 596 can be deployed in one of the
manners discussed above using only the penetrating first
through fifth penetrators. The suture ends associated with net
link can then be used to secure and close the opening as shown
in FIG. 32C.

Itis appreciated that the suture nets discussed above can be
adapted for use with tissue closure devices having any num-
ber of arms. It is also appreciated that suture nets and suture
loops can be mixed and matched with each other in the same
tissue closure device, as desired.

Although the discussion with respect to tissue locators has
been directed to the use of two, four, and six arms and asso-
ciated cuffs and penetrators, it is appreciated that the discus-
sion can be applied the use of any number of arms and asso-
ciated cuffs and penetrators. For example, three, or five or
more arms may be used. In some embodiments, six, eight, ten,
or more arms may be used. In some embodiments an odd
number of arms may be used, e.g., where one or more cuffs
have a plurality of suture ends extending therefrom. As such,
the present invention encompasses the use of more than two
needles and associated receptacles, cuffs, sutures, and the
like. Also as a result, a wide variety of stitching patterns can
be provided by such multiple loop probes.

Because the arms are radially spaced about the opening,
multiple suture links can be formed as well as one or more
suture nets using the cuffs in the arms. In general, for any even
number n of arms, a number 1 of links equal to halfthe number
of'arms can be formed. For example for tissue locators having
six, eight, and ten arms, three, four, and five links can be
formed, respectively. The links can be formed between dia-
metrically opposed cuffs or between any of the cuffs, in the
manner discussed above. Similarly, any number of arms can
be used in forming a suture net.

Although various embodiments of penetrators, penetrator
receptacles, cuffs, means for releasably attaching the penetra-
tor to the cuff, bights, knots, etc. have been discussed herein,
it is appreciated that other configurations of said components
are also encompassed by the present invention.

The present disclosure may be embodied in other specific
forms without departing from its spirit or essential character-
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istics. The described embodiments are to be considered in all
respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope of
the disclosure is, therefore, indicated by the appended claims
rather than by the foregoing description. All changes which
come within the meaning and range of equivalency of the
claims are to be embraced within their scope.

What is claimed is:
1. An apparatus for closing an opening in a body tissue, the
apparatus comprising:
ashaft extending along an axis between a proximal end and
a spaced apart distal end, the shaft having a size and
configuration suitable for insertion through an opening
in body tissue;
a first arm extending between a proximal end and a distal
end, the distal end of the first arm being hingedly
attached to or integrally formed with the shaft;
a second arm extending between a proximal end and a
distal end, the distal end of the second arm being
hingedly attached to or integrally formed with the shaft,
the second arm being laterally spaced apart from the first
arm, the first and second arms being movable between:
a retracted configuration in which the first and second
arms are each aligned along the shaft, and

a deployed configuration in which the proximal end of
each of the first and second arms pivot respectively
about the distal end of the respective arm so as to
extend laterally away from the shaft;

an elongate expander positioned within the shaft and hav-
ing a first position axially separated from the first arm
and the second arm and a second position contacting a
portion of the first arm and the second arm, movement of
the expander causing the first and second arms to move
between the retracted and deployed configuration;

a flexible filament having first and second ends that are
removably coupled with the first and second arms,
respectively;

a first elongate penetrator positioned proximal of the first
arm, the first penetrator being advanceable distally from
the shaft to the first arm in the deployed configuration;
and

a second elongate penetrator positioned proximal of the
second arm, the second penetrator being advanceable
distally from the shaft to the second arm in the deployed
configuration.

2. The apparatus recited in claim 1, wherein the proximal
ends of the arms extend laterally away from the shaft in
opposite directions in the deployed configuration.

3. The apparatus recited in claim 1, wherein the expander is
positioned within a lumen of the shaft.

4. The apparatus recited in claim 1, wherein the expanderis
substantially conical.
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5. The apparatus recited in claim 1, wherein movement of
the expander in the distal direction causes the proximal ends
of the arms to laterally move to the deployed configuration.

6. The apparatus recited in claim 1, wherein movement of
the expander in the proximal direction causes the proximal
ends of the arms to laterally move to the deployed configu-
ration.

7. The apparatus recited in claim 1, wherein the expander is
threaded.

8. The apparatus recited in claim 1, further comprising:

a third arm extending between a proximal end and a distal
end, the distal end of the third arm being hingedly
attached to or integrally formed with the shaft; and

a fourth arm extending between a proximal end and a distal
end, the distal end of the fourth arm being hingedly
attached to or integrally formed with the shaft, the fourth
arm being laterally spaced apart from the third arm, the
third and fourth arms also being movable between:

a retracted configuration in which the third and fourth
arms are each aligned along the shaft, and

a deployed configuration in which the proximal end of
each of the third and fourth arms pivot respectively
about the distal end of the respective arm so as to
extend laterally away from the shaft, the third and
fourth arms also being caused to move between the
retracted and deployed configurations by movement
of the expander.

9. The apparatus recited in claim 8, further comprising:

a second flexible filament having first and second ends that
are removably coupled with the third and fourth arms,
respectively;

a third elongate penetrator positioned proximal of the third
arm, the third penetrator being advanceable distally
from the shaft to the third arm in the deployed configu-
ration; and

a fourth elongate penetrator positioned proximal of the
fourth arm, the fourth penetrator being advanceable dis-
tally from the shaft to the fourth arm in the deployed
configuration.

10. The apparatus recited in claim 8, wherein the proximal
ends of the third and fourth arms extend laterally away from
the shaft in opposite directions in the deployed configuration
that are different than the lateral directions of the proximal
ends of the first and second arms.

11. The apparatus recited in claim 8, wherein the first
flexible filament forms part of a filament net having multiple
ends that are each removably coupled with separate ones of
the arms; and

each penetrator being positioned proximal of the respective
arm, the penetrators being advanceable distally from the
shaft to the respective arm in the deployed configuration.
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